
 

   

 

Dear Church Family,  

      I hope you had a blessed Christmas celebration and 

a wonderful start to the New Year! It was a joy to see 

both familiar and new faces as we gathered to cele-

brate the season. One of the delights of New Year's Day 

was hearing my children call their grandparents to say 

"sae-hae bok ma-ni ba-deu-se-yo"—the Korean New 

Year greeting that means "May you receive many bless-

ings in the New Year."  

      While we all hope for blessings and breakthroughs, 

we also know that the New Year doesn't automatically 

guarantee them. We know the New Year is still filled 

with the same old struggles rather than the fresh start 

we'd hoped for. 

      But here's my prayer for you, and I believe this is the 

key to Christian blessings: "Just as you received Christ 

Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 

and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you 

were taught, and overflowing with thankful-

ness" (Colossians 2:7).  This is our biblical theme for 

2026, and I invite you to meditate on it and live it out 

throughout this year.   

       

      Beginning this year, we are exploring our roots as 

United Methodists that help us "let Christ" into our lives 

and deepen our spiritual connections to God and one 

another. What would Jesus empower you to do to be 

more deeply rooted in Christ in 2026? What would Je-

sus empower our Succasunna UMC to be and do to be 

built up more firmly? In a sense, this newsletter is a re-

flection of what God is doing in and through SUMC. I 

invite you to join me in discerning and being a vital part 

of God's story in this New Year.  

      During this season of Epiphany and the New Year, I 

invite you to take time to prioritize worshipping God, 

seeking the presence of Jesus each day as we grow our 

roots deeper in Christ. May each of you be rooted and 

built up in Christ! 

Looking forward to connecting with you! 

 

Grace and Peace,   

Rev. Myounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor 
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“Rediscovering Our United Methodist Roots”  

Jan 4, 11, 18, & 25 

Roots give us the stability and nourishment we need to grow and break 
new ground. As we seek to grow in our faith as individuals and as a 
church, looking back at the deep roots of the Methodist movement can 
help us look forward to our future. More than mere traditions or rituals, 
our Methodist roots are evidence of God’s Spirit moving through our his-
tory—the same Spirit who is breathing life into us today.  

Jan 4—Holy Communion                                                                                                                   

Jan 11—Baptism                                                                                                                                 

Jan 18—Holy Conferencing                                                                                                                                                                 

Jan 25—Personal & Social Holiness 

 WORSHIP 

 

 Lenten Series 2026 & Sermon Series 

New Year Sermon Series 2026 

Join us for our Lenten Worship & Sermon Series beginning Feb 22 

 Easter centers on the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, but here's what's remarkable: the 

resurrection didn't happen in isolation. It unfolded before a crowd of witnesses—women and 

men whose stories can teach us today. What if we stepped into Easter through their eyes? By 

exploring the overlooked moments—the silence, the side characters, the questions that linger—

we gain fresh perspective on devotion, opposition, freedom, courage, companionship, and allianc-

es.  

Through their witness, we discover that resurrection isn't just a past event but an invitation into 

something new, unexpected, and life-changing. Walk through this season with eyes wide open. 

Look for where God is moving, even in the margins. Because the cross is not the end of the sto-

ry—so embrace every unlikely moment along the way. Join us as we take this Lenten journey to-

gether through worship.  

 

Ash Wednesday is an im-

portant day in the church cal-

endar. It marks the beginning 

of Lent, a forty–day season of 

spiritual preparation and re-

newal. Join us for Ashes to Go 

in the morning, as well as Ash 

Wednesday service on Wed, 

Feb 18 at 7:00 pm.  

ASH WEDNESDAY 
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We celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ at our three Christmas Eve services with over 200 people in attend-
ance. Thank you to our children, youth, and parent volunteers who participated in this year’s Christmas 
Eve Pageant. Special recognition goes to Jennifer Sauter for serving as this year’s pageant coordinator and 
to Tami Haupt for organizing and coordinating the 7:30 p.m. service.  We also appreciate our worship & 
digital ministry team and all those who contributed to making the Christmas Eve service a meaningful and 
memorable tradition for our church family each year. 
 

Our special music for the night was selected and played by Ms. Elena Dewart. We also appreciate our Sun-
day School teachers, parents, and all those who contributed to making the Christmas Eve Services a mean-
ingful and memorable tradition for our church family each year. Special thanks to our guest pianists and 
organists : Linda Diffley and Mary Chowhan. 
 

 

SUMC  carolers sang to several SUMC home-
bound members on December 21st. After carol-
ing we all made it back to the church to enjoy a 
meal and fel-
lowship together. 
Thank you to all 
who participat-
ed in this year’s 
carol- ing. 

 EDUCATION MINISTRY 

Operation Christmas Child & Stuffing Party 

A big thanks to everyone who made this year's Operation 

Christmas Child a success and a blessing! We completed 

and delivered 81 boxes this year. Special thanks to SUMC 

Sunday school and Tami Haupt for organizing this mission 

project and to Linda Diffley, our Missions Chair, for deliver-

ing them to the Times Square Church, one of the collection 

points.  

 Christmas Eve Services 2025 

Christmas Caroling 
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 EDUCATION MINISTRY 

"An Unlikely Lent-Extraordinary People of the Easter Story" written by Rachel Billups .  

The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus are at the heart of the story of Easter. But the resurrection was not wit-
nessed in isolation; it unfolded before a crowd. What might the stories of those women and men teach us today? 
How will they help us step into the story of Easter? Here, we can see what has been overlooked, not just in the 
grand moments but in the in-between: the silence, the side characters, and the questions. Gain new insight from 
the crowd on the themes of: -Devotion -Opposition -Freedom -Courage -Companionship -Alliances By seeing the 
Easter story through their eyes, we may discover that the resurrection is not just a past event, but an invitation 
into something new, unexpected, and unlikely. Walk through this season with eyes wide open, ready to see 
where God is moving, even in the margins. Since the cross is not the end of the story, embrace every unlikely mo-
ment along the way.  

To volunteer to bring soup, bread, salad, dessert or a children's meal for everyone to enjoy,  please contact Carol 

Toby @ flymeaway34@yahoo.com/973-534-0180.   

http://flymeaway34@yahoo.com/973-534-0180
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 Christian Outreach Project 2026 

 EDUCATION & MISSIONS 

 

 Roxbury Food Pantry—January 

 

The process has begun to officially plan our journey with COP for this year 

which will be starting on Sunday, June 28th through Saturday, July 4th.    Any 

youth aged 14 or older as well as any adult that is interested in an amazing 

week of Missions outreach is welcome to participate.   

Our home base during the week is Camp Henry Hoover near Swartswood Lake 

with our outreach sites located throughout Sussex County as well as portions 

of Warren and Morris Counties.   We have already started raising funds to cov-

er the participation expenses of those who will be joining us this year.   If you are interested in knowing more 

or would like to sign-up, please contact our Missions Chairperson and COP liaison, Linda Diffley  

at lddrag@optonline.net.   

 

Please help us support the Roxbury Food Pantry by donating the following 

items during the month of January: mayonnaise, baby wipes, laundry de-

tergent, dish soap, large rubber bands, and mouthwash. Thank you for 

your generous donations to our neighbors in the community.  

Let us be the hands and feet of Jesus in 2026! 

 

Annual Chili Cook Off—February 8 

If you would like to make chili and participate 

in the cook off, please contact Tami  Haupt at 

education@sumcnj.org by February 1. 

The chili will be judged during our Special Fel-

lowship Hour on Sunday, February 8 at 10am. 

You can purchase chili you like. Proceeds raised 

will support the 2026 confirmation retreat to 

Pocono Plateau.  

 

 

 

mailto:lddrag@optonline.net
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 EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

 
We invite you and your family to join us for 
the International Dinner and Silent Auction 
at Succasunna United Methodist church! 
Everyone is welcome to join us for fellow-
ship and delicious food from around the 
world while making bids on items in the Si-
lent Auction! 
 
SUMC's International Dinner is an evening 
where each family brings a dish that repre-
sents their heritage. Bring an appetizer, en-
trée, or dessert to share with your church 
family. Aside from eating together, we will 
share in fellowship, fun, and games! Come 
with your family, come with your kids, or 
just come by yourself. We encourage you to 
bring a dish that has significance to you that 
represents a different country or region. 
 
Please talk to Marge Peletier or Stephanie 

Reidinger. You can also use the link in the 

weekly constant contact emails  to sign up 

and tell us what you will bring! 

 International Dinner and  Silent Auction—Sunday, January 25 at 5pm 
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 EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

For those signed up for the Secret Angel program, youth 
should expect to receive correspondence from their An-
gel for the next six weeks. We hope you all enjoy and 
have fun with this program.  
 
During a Special Fellowship Hour on Sunday, February 22, 
the Secret Angels will be revealed to their corresponding 
youth. We hope you all enjoy and have fun with this pro-
gram. 

Building Better Women Luncheon— Sunday,  January 18 at 12:30 pm 

All women are invited to celebrate the new year by enjoying 
lunch together at the Asian Diner at 1691 Route 46 West in 
Ledgewood, NJ (in the Quality Inn building). 
 
Please RSVP to the church office email at office@sumcnj.org or 
973-584-7349 by January 16 if you would like to attend. 

Secret Angel Program Begins 

 

COFFEE WITH PASTOR STEPHEN  - Thursday,  

February 12th from 11am—12pm at Panera 

All are invited to join Pastor Stephen for an informal 
gathering Thursday morning, February 12 at Panera in 
Roxbury Mall from 11am - 12pm. 
 

We can get to know one another and share our ques-
tions and thoughts on faith, church, and Methodism. 
Everyone is welcome, and we'll provide the coffee/
tea! 

 
Hope to see you there! 

Coffee with Pastor Stephen—Thursday, February 12 from 11am—12pm 

mailto:office@sumcnj.org
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

 Interfaith MLK  Service 

NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASS on Saturday Feb  14 
10am - 12:30pm (includes lunch) 
 
Are you interested in becoming a member of Succasun-
na UMC or learning more about Methodism? 
 
If so, please speak with Pastor Stephen after the service 

or contact the church office at office@sumcnj.org. 

Lake Hopatcong Block Party— Saturday, May 16    SAVE THE DATE! 

For the third year in a row, we are registered 

for the Lake Hopatcong Block Party that will 

be held at Lake Hopatcong State Park on Sat-

urday, May 16, 2026 from 10am to 4pm. We 

will let you know when you can sign up to 

volunteer for this fin-filled day! 

Leadership Training—January 31 

 
METRO-HIGHLANDS FOUNDATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING on Jan. 31, 2026, from 9 am to 12:30 pm 
Via Zoom. Registration required! 
 
Church council members, committee chairs, and new-

ly elected leaders are strongly encouraged to register 

for Foundational Leadership Training on January 31, 

from 9am – 12pm via Zoom. The workshops will provide a foundational understanding and leadership skills. 

The registration link is available through the Constant Contact email.  

 New Member Class 

mailto:office@sumcnj.org
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 EVENTS AND INFORMATION                       

2026 NEW OFFERING 
ENVELOPES 
 

Your 2026 NEW offering en-
velopes are in the entrance 
to the sanctuary and are 
available for pick up. 
 
Using these envelopes helps 

our finance team, so if you 

would like numbered enve-

lopes or you would like to arrange for your box to be 

mailed or delivered, please contact Stephanie Rhein-

hardt at rheindardtx4@gmail.com. 

 Website Update

SUMC CHURCH WEBSITE UPDATED 
 

Due to a new Web host and remodeling of our 
SUMC Website, you may have noticed our 
website looks a bit different. No other func-
tionality has changed, and the address re-
mains the same as www.sumcnj.org. 

 

 

 Offering Envelopes 

 Joys & Concerns 

 Round Table Conversation Resumes 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR JOYS  
AND PRAYER CONCERNS  

Life is difficult at times. This is why God has called us to 
be in the community. You don't have to go through it 
all by yourself. We take your prayer request very seri-
ously and will pray with and for you. If you have any 
prayer concerns and joys you would like Pastor Ste-
phen to lift during worship. PLEASE SUBMIT THEM BY 
FRIDAY, 9 PM (Use the Google Form link) 
 
For urgent requests, please contact Pastor Stephen 

directly at pastorstephen@sumcnj.org 

 

Round Table Conversation (Courageous Conversation) Resumes 
in February! Our Round Table Conversation will resume in Febru-
ary as we continue an important and prayerful discussion about 
what it means to be a welcoming church. These gatherings are 
designed to help us listen well, speak with grace, and discern 
God’s direction together. 

We are looking for volunteers to help plan and support these 
conversations (hospitality, set-up, guiding table discussions, and 
sharing ideas). If you are willing to help, please contact Pastor 
Stephen or at pastorstephen@sumcnj.org 

 Website Update 

mailto:rheindardtx4@gmail.com
http://www.sumcnj.org/
mailto:pastorstephen@sumcnj.org
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

The group meets at the church in the Wesley Room on Monday’s at 2:00 

pm. All items made are prayed over and  blessed and have been washed 

and placed in plastic bags.  Please contact Stephanie Reidinger at (973) 

462-9595 if you have any questions or are interested in joining the 

group.  New members are always welcome! 

 
 
 

TABS (Tuesday Adult Bible Study)  
TABS has periodic meetings usually on Tuesdays twice a month.  The group 
meets at various places in the community or at the church in the Wesley 
Room.  You can also join via Zoom if the meeting is at the church. There will 
be an hour of fellowship, sharing and prayer starting at 1:00 pm. Please 
contact Audrey Schultz if you have any questions at 
schultzaudrey0@gmail.com, or call 908-499-2156. 

         

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 
               
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” -  Mark 9:37 

 
Hospitality grows from earnest witness and invitation to those outside the church's 
walls. It means demonstrating Christ-like love to the community around the church.  
SUMC is a loving church community, and we look to welcome newcomers as well as our established church 
family each Sunday. 
 
The message we would like to send to all who join us at worship service is: There is a place for you here. 
 
All are welcome at SUMC If you are attending services with us and would like to consider taking the next step 
toward full membership, please do not hesitate to contact either myself at mmpeletier@gmail.com or Pastor 
Stephen.   
 
If you would like to consider participating 
on our Hospitality Ministry team, we would 
love to have you.   
 

Blessings, Marge Peletier 

 

 

 SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES 

mailto:mmpeletier@gmail.com
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 Thank you from Roxbury Township  

 THANK YOU NOTES 

 

To: Succasunna United             

Methodist Church, 

We would  like to thank you, your 

congregation and the Board of 

Trustees for your continued sup-

port of the Home for the Holidays festival held on Satur-

day, December 6, 2025. Your church offers attendees so 

much, including lots of vendors, great food, musical en-

tertainment and a fun scavenger hunt for the kids. Your 

continued support of Home for the Holidays contributes 

to the overall success of this annual event. 

On behalf of the Mayor and Council, we thank you and 

wish you a wonderful season and peaceful 2026.  

Sincerely,  

J. J. Murphy, Township Manager 

 

Dear Succasunna United Methodist Church, 

We would like to sincerely thank you for your donation of a 

$5,000 check from your Compassion Fund to help our cli-

ents in need.  Thank you for helping us to assist those in 

need in the community that are less fortunate. Without 

very generous donations like yours we would not be able to 

assist so many people.  

We appreciate your kindness , generosity and support. You 

make a difference in the lives of our clients! We are grateful 

for your generosity, which enables us to continue to help 

those less fortunate in our community.  

Thank you and God Bless,  

Eva Scartozzi,   

Director of Roxbury Social Services 

Thank you from  Roxbury Social Services 

 

On behalf of the Missions Committee, we would like to extend a BIG THANK YOU to everyone 

who supported this year’s Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets and generous gifts for 

the Giving Tree. Due to your generosity, we were able to feed 12 Roxbury families in need and 

provide Christmas gifts to those families. Thank you to the Sunday School classes for their 

support in this program and to the children for their help in packing the boxes. We would also 

like to thank Ron Case for his help in delivering the boxes and gifts to Social  Services.  Wishing 

everyone a Joyous New Year. 

God Bless, Stay safe and healthy. 

Elena Case & Janet Fischlein 

Thank you for Thanksgiving & Christmas Food donations & Giving Tree Gifts 
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SUMC THRIFT SHOP  
 

The Thrift Shop is open on Tuesday’s from 
8am-11am for donations only and 
Wednesday’s from 9:30 am—11:30 am for 
shopping.  We accept clothing, household 
items, glassware, jewelry, linens, etc.  And 
particularly welcome seasonal items. Your 
donations can make a difference in the 
community!  
Please contact  Stacy Migneault if you have 
any questions. 
 
The shop is currently looking for donations 
of winter coats off all sizes, shoes, pots & 
pans, and sleeping bags. 
 
 

 

 

 NEW YEAR GOALS & PRAYERS  Thrift Shop is OPEN! 
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 GIVING 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Myounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor 
pastorstephen@sumcnj.org 

Audrey Schultz, Director of Music 
Angie Stierch, Praise Band Leader 

Caryn Porter, Administrative Assistant 
Aura Smith, Sexton 

 

Church Information 
Office Hours:  9am—2pm 

Tuesday—Friday 
Phone: 973.584.7349 

Email: office@sumcnj.org 
 

OUR MISSION  
 

Succasunna United Methodist Church is a caring fellowship called  
to love and serve according to Jesus’ example, welcome all peo-

ple, worship God  and grow as  Christian  disciples. 

SHOPRITE AND SUSSEX MARKET GIFT CARDS 
Please consider purchasing Shop Rite and Sussex Market gift cards 
in preparation for your holiday feast.  Please contact Bruce Hopper 
at mainstchiro@gmail.com if you would like to purchase . For each 
gift card purchased the church receives a donation.  We receive 5% 
for Shop Rite cards and 10% for Sussex Market cards.  We thank 

you for your support of this program.  

CHURCH OFFERINGS  

Thank you for your financial commitment to SUMC. We ask that 
you continue to support our ministries with your generous 
offerings. We also appreciate the ministry of our Finance Team to 
manage and guide the financial resources and health of our 
church!                       

ONLINE GIVING 
SUMC offers an electronic option for making regular offerings 
through Vanco, our eGiving processor.  If you are interested in 
joining this program go to the SUMC web page at sumcnj.org and 
click the “Give” tab at the top.  Questions? Contact Santo 
Gramando Finance Chairperson at sgramando@yahoo.com or 
Stephanie Rheinhardt, Financial Secretary at 
stephanie.rheinhardt@gmail.com. 
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