
 

   

Dear Church Family, 

Recently, I sat down to watch a movie I had already seen 

before. I knew exactly how it would end, and that 

knowledge changed the way I watched the whole film. 

Every difficult scene, every moment of tension and heart-

break, I could endure with a kind of peace, because I al-

ready knew how the story would turn out.  

Lent is like that. 

We are in the middle of the 40-day journey of Lent, which 

will lead us to Jesus' crucifixion and the joy and wonder of 

his resurrection. We already know the end of this journey, 

and keeping the end in mind shapes the way we live out 

this season. No matter what we are going through today, 

the resurrection of Christ confirms that comfort is on the 

way. Our pain and despair will not last forever, our grief 

will be lifted from our shoulders, our Good Friday will 

pass, and we will find healing, wholeness, and hope in the 

resurrecting and transforming power of God's love. We 

really have to trust that. 

During this season of Lent, God invites us to slow down 

and turn our hearts again toward our Lord, Jesus Christ.    

In the busyness of life, it is easy for faith to become some-

thing we assume rather than something we actively nur-

ture. Lent gives us a chance to rediscover the practices 

that help root our lives more deeply in God’s grace. 

This Lent, we are reading the Gospel of Matthew together 

(one chapter a day) so that we may walk more closely with 

Jesus and listen again to his words, his teachings, and his 

call to discipleship. Prayer is another way we open our-

selves to God’s presence. Each Thursday from 4:30–6:00 

pm the church will be open for quiet prayer. In a world 

filled with noise, chaos, and urgency, this is an opportunity 

to pause, breathe, and bring before God the concerns of 

our lives and the needs of others.  

Our journey also continues together in worship and study. 

On Wednesdays at 6:00 pm we share Soup Suppers and 

conversation as part of our “Unlikely Lent” study, explor-

ing how God often meets us in surprising places and unex-

pected people. As we move toward Holy Week and Easter, 

we will remember the depth of Christ’s love and the hope 

of the resurrection through several meaningful gatherings. 

From Palm Sunday through Easter morning, we will walk 

together through the story that stands at the center of our 

faith, the story of Jesus’ sacrifice, love, and victory over 

death. 

My hope is that this Lenten season will not simply be an-

other series of church events, but a time when we inten-

tionally draw closer to God and to one another. I hope you 

will join us as we walk this journey together. 

Grace and Peace,   

Rev. Myounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor 
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 Lenten Series 2026 & Sermon Series 

 

Join us for our Lenten Worship & Sermon Series ! 

Easter centers on the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, but here's what's remarkable: 

the resurrection didn't happen in isolation. It unfolded before a crowd of witnesses—

women and men whose stories can teach us today. What if we stepped into Easter 

through their eyes? By exploring the overlooked moments—the silence, the side charac-

ters, the questions that linger—we gain fresh perspective on devotion, opposition, free-

dom, courage, companionship, and alliances.  

Through their witness, we discover that resurrection isn't just a past event but an invita-

tion into something new, unexpected, and life-changing. Walk through this season with 

eyes wide open. Look for where God is moving, even in the margins. Because the cross is 

not the end of the story—so embrace every unlikely moment along the way. Join us as we 

take this Lenten journey together through worship.  

WORSHIP 

 

 

Thursday Prayers during Lent through March 26 from 4:30pm—6:00pm 

THURSDAY PRAYERS DURING LENT 

Through March 26 ,  4:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

Beginning Thursday, March 5, join 
us for a special time of prayer and 
reflection as we journey through 
this season of Lent.  

You are welcome to stop by anytime 
between 4:30pm to 6:00pm at the 
church as we seek the presence of 
the Holy Spirit and find our quiet 
center.  

From 5:00pm to 5:30pm, we will gather to read the Gospel 
together as we engage in Lectio Divina. Each week, we will 
listen prayerfully to a passage from the life and teachings 

of Jesus.  All are welcome! 

A Lenten Invitation– One Chapter a Day 
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 LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 

"An Unlikely Lent-Extraordinary People of the Easter Story" written by Rachel Billups .  

The crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus are at the heart of the story of Easter. But the resurrection was not wit-
nessed in isolation; it unfolded before a crowd. What might the stories of those women and men teach us today? 
How will they help us step into the story of Easter? Here, we can see what has been overlooked, not just in the 
grand moments but in the in-between: the silence, the side characters, and the questions. Gain new insight from 
the crowd on the themes of: -Devotion -Opposition -Freedom -Courage -Companionship -Alliances By seeing the 
Easter story through their eyes, we may discover that the resurrection is not just a past event, but an invitation 
into something new, unexpected, and unlikely. Walk through this season with eyes wide open, ready to see 
where God is moving, even in the margins. Since the cross is not the end of the story, embrace every unlikely mo-
ment along the way.  

To volunteer to bring soup, bread, salad, dessert or a children's meal for everyone to enjoy,  please contact Carol 

Toby @ flymeaway34@yahoo.com/973-534-0180 or you can sign up through the Friday weekly email.   

http://flymeaway34@yahoo.com/973-534-0180
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES 

             Palm Sunday, March 29   

                 Palm Sunday Worship  

                 9:00 am and 11:00 am   

         *Processing with Palm branches                

 

                            

   Holy Thursday                                  

                                 April 2,  7:00 pm    

               Worship with Communion  

                           and Chancel Choir Music                 

  
                    

                Good Friday, April 3                                  

                          At 3:00 pm    

       Community Cross Walk     

  Starting from Succasunna UMC  

 

 

 

                  Good Friday Evening, April 3 

   Take time to pray and meditate on the love and  

                 sacrifice of Jesus Christ at home  

           **A meditation guide will be provided**  

 

         

      Easter Sunday, April 5   

 6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service at Horseshoe 

Lake. Breakfast at First Presbyterian Church 

of Succasunna after sunrise service. 
             

               9:00 am and 11:00 am 

        Easter Sunday Worship at SUMC                                                     
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 Christian Outreach Project 2026 

 EDUCATION & MISSIONS 

 

 Roxbury Food Pantry—March Collection 

 

The process has begun to officially plan our journey with COP for this year 

which will be starting on Sunday, June 28th through Saturday, July 4th.    Any 

youth aged 14 or older as well as any adult that is interested in an amazing 

week of Missions outreach is welcome to participate.   

Our home base during the week is Camp Henry Hoover near Swartswood Lake 

with our outreach sites located throughout Sussex County as well as portions 

of Warren and Morris Counties.   We have already started raising funds to cov-

er the participation expenses of those who will be joining us this year.   If you are interested in knowing more 

or would like to sign-up, please contact our Missions Chairperson and COP liaison, Linda Diffley  

at lddrag@optonline.net.   

 

Please help us support the Roxbury Food Pantry by donating the following 

items during the month of March: strawberry jelly, cranberry and grape 

juice, dish soap, pancake mix, pancake syrup, cooking oils, size 5 diapers. 

Thank you for your generous donations to our neighbors in the communi-

ty.  

Let us be the hands and feet of Jesus in 2026! 

Annual Chili Cook Off Winners              Confirmation Soup Sale—Sunday, March 8 

We raised  $277 which will go toward the Confirma-

tion Class of 2026's retreat at the Pocono Plateau 

April 17-19. Thank you to all who participated in 

making chili and attended our event in Fellowship 

Hall.   

1st Place Dan Stierch, 

2nd Place Samantha Dussinger  

3rd Place Pastor Stephen 

 

mailto:lddrag@optonline.net
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 EDUCATION UPDATES 

 
 

 2026 Confirmation write up about Temple Shalom 

 Education Committee Volunteers           Easter Egg Hunt Donations by March 18 
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 EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

 
Unfortunately, we had to postpone our reveal of the Se-
cret Angels to their corresponding youth due to inclement 
weather . We hope you all enjoyed and had fun with this 
program. And we look forward to trying it again later this 
year.  
 
We will let you know as soon as we can reschedule the 
reveal. 

Building Better Women Mission Event in honor of Peggy Groh Sunday,  March 8 

IN HONOR OF PEGGY GROH 
BUILDING BETTER WOMEN - Mission Event 

Breakfast Bags for Nourish NJ  Donations Needed!! 
Sunday March 8th at 12:30pm 

 

In honor of the Chair person of this group, Peggy Groh, 
The Building Better Women group will meet on Sunday, 
March 8 at 12:30pm in Fellowship Hall to pack Rise and 
Shine Breakfast Bags for both individuals (smaller size 
donations) and families (larger size donations) in support of Nourish NJ. 
Please donate if you can, to help us provide vital nutrition for local families in 
times of need. 
 

The following items can be donated: small box of cheerios (individual serving 
size or family size), box of stable milk like Parmalat (juice size for individuals 
or larger for a family), small bottle of water, granola or protein bar, clemen-
tine, plastic spoons & napkins, gallon size zip lock bags, & brown lunch bags, 
large reusable bags (for the family size bags). 

 

Please note: for larger size donations we can pack 
bags for families, for smaller size donations we can 
pack bags for individuals. 
 

Donations can be dropped off at the church office or 
brought upstairs and placed on the kitchen counter 
between the stove and refrigerator up to Sunday, 
March 8th at 12:30pm. 
 

If you would like to volunteer to help us deliver the 
collected donations to Nourish NJ in Dover, NJ the 
week of March 9th, please let us know. 
 

Please contact Linda Miller at 862-596-9781, or the 
church office at 973-584-7349 if you have any ques-
tions. 

We will make this donation to Nourish NJ  
in honor of Peggy! 

We thank you for your generosity! 

Secret Angel Program Reveal to be rescheduled 

 

COFFEE WITH PASTOR STEPHEN  - 

Thursday,  March 12th from 

11am—12pm at Panera 

All are invited to join Pastor Stephen 
for an informal gathering Thursday mornings, March 12 
& April 9 at Panera in Roxbury Mall from 11am - 12pm. 
 

We can get to know one another and share our ques-
tions and thoughts on faith, church, and Methodism. 
Everyone is welcome, and we'll provide the coffee/tea! 

Coffee with Pastor Stephen—Thursdays 

March 12 & April 9 from 11am—12pm 
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 EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

The Skylands District is organizing a 7-day holistic mission trip scheduled for July 4th-11th to partner with the RABMIN in 

Costa Rica. RABMIN, an ecumenical organization, that “seeks to build relationships, support families and communities, 

and care for those in need in Costa Rica.” RABMIN does this through three primary ministries: Food Ministry, Children’s 

Ministry, and Construction Ministry. All three ministries go hand-in-hand to support each other, and you can join us in 

making a difference.  

You are invited to join this mission trip and experience how Bible study, evangelism and mission work come together as 

we minister to the needs of the people in Costa Rica. This is the fifth year that our church has joined this international 

mission trip. 

“MAY GOD CONTINUE TO GIVE US OPEN HEARTS AND OPEN MINDS TO CONTINUE CARING FOR THE POOR THROUGH 

COMPASSION, GENEROSITY, AND JUSTICE, REFLECTING GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL PEOPLE.” 

 

For more information contact 

Sam Perez, (862)-579-1647, 

samperez134@optonline.net 

 
 

Building Better Women—Upcoming Events 

The Building Better Women (BBW) Group  is open to all women of the church, if you are a 
member or not.  We are a social group that also participates in mission projects.  The fol-
lowing is our schedule through June.  

March 8—Rise & Shine Bags for Nourish NJ in honor of Peggy Groh 

April 12—Sally Lunn’s Tea Room in Chester 

May 3—Game Day—bring your favorite board or card game 

June 7—Lunch at Asian Diner in Ledgewood 

We generally meet after the 11 am service at 12:30pm in Fellowship Hall unless we have an off-site event.  We hope 
you can join us for the fun.  Invite a friend to join us!  

Rice & Beans 2026 Costa Rica Mission Trip 

We are pleased to announce we will bring back the altar flower dedications with a few process 

changes. Please note, we will use the same sign-up sheet that will be placed on the table in the 

entrance to the sanctuary.  There will be only one dedication offered on the first & third Sun-

days of the month at the expense of the congregational member. You may bring 1-2 bouquets 

of flowers and you should take them home with you after worship service or leave them and 

they will be given to the homebound. In addition to the sign-up sheet, please email the church 

office at office@sumcnj.org with your dedication to ensure it is included in the bulletin. 

Altar Flowers—Process change 
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

NEW MEMBERSHIP CLASS on Saturday, March 28 
10am - 12:30pm (includes lunch) 
 
Are you interested in becoming a member of Suc-
casunna UMC or learning more about Methodism? 
 
If so, please speak with Pastor Stephen after the ser-

vice or contact the church office 

at office@sumcnj.org. 

Lake Hopatcong Block Party— Saturday, May 16    SAVE THE DATE! 

 

  YOU CAN SIGN UP NOW 

FOR THIS WONDERFUL 

DAY! 

 

We are excited to announce that we have secured a great booth location for selling our famous funnel cakes 

and fried Oreos at this year’s annual Lake Hopatcong Block party!  It was a very successful fundraiser for us 

last year, plus a great event for our community outreach!  For this event to be successful again this year, we 

need lots of volunteer support on the day before and day of the event.  The Block Party is a wonderful event 

with various vendors selling all types of items besides food, as well as local organizations who share infor-

mation with the community on their programs and outreach.  If you are interested and available to help, 

please sign up to volunteer through the Friday weekly email sign up link. You can also contact Linda Diffley 

for any questions on this event. Thanks in advance for everyone’s support!  

Joys & Concerns 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR JOYS  
AND PRAYER CONCERNS  

Life is difficult at times. This is why God has called us to 
be in the community. You don't have to go through it 
all by yourself. We take your prayer request very seri-
ously and will pray with and for you. If you have any 
prayer concerns and joys you would like Pastor Ste-
phen to lift during worship, PLEASE SUBMIT THEM BY 
FRIDAY 9 PM (Use the Google Form link) 
 
For urgent requests, please contact Pastor Stephen 

directly at pastorstephen@sumcnj.org 

New Membership Class—Saturday, March 28, 10am—12:30pm 

mailto:office@sumcnj.org
mailto:pastorstephen@sumcnj.org
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 EVENTS AND INFORMATION                       

 Easter Flower Sale—order through March 15 

To order beautiful 6” Easter flowers for our Easter Sunday service, please contact Tami Haupt at 973-598-5499 or 

email at education@sumcnj.org.  

The deadline for placing orders is Sunday, March 15th 

 

Please see complete order forms in your bulletin inserts or online through your Friday 

Weekly email. 

You may take your flowers after the service you attend on Easter Sunday.  

Checks made payable to SUMC with “Easter Flowers” in the memo.  

Place payment in the church mailbox or at the office.  

Proceeds support Confirmation Class 2026. Thank you!  

Flower  Price  Quantity  

Daffodils  @$11.00   

Tulips  @$11.00   

Hyacinths  @11.00   

Lilies  @15.00   

TOTAL    
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

The group meets at the church in the Wesley Room on Mondays at 2:00 

pm. All items made are prayed over and blessed and have been washed 

and placed in plastic bags.  Please contact Stephanie Reidinger at (973) 

462-9595 if you have any questions or are interested in joining the 

group.  New members are always welcome! 

 
 
 

TABS (Tuesday Adult Bible Study)  
TABS has periodic meetings usually on Tuesdays twice a month.  The group 
meets at various places in the community or at the church in the Wesley 
Room.  You can also join via Zoom if the meeting is at the church. There will 
be an hour of fellowship, sharing and prayer starting at 1:00 pm. Please 
note: this team is currently on hiatus and will resume meetings when 
possible. 

         
 
 
 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 
               
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and 
whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” -  Mark 9:37 

 
Hospitality grows from earnest witness and invitation to those outside the church's walls. It 
means demonstrating Christ-like love to the community around the church.  SUMC is a loving church 
community, and we look to welcome newcomers as well as our established church family each Sunday. 
 
The message we would like to send to all who join us at worship service is: There is a place for you here. 
 
All are welcome at SUMC If you are attending services with us and would like to consider taking the next step 
toward full membership, please do not 
hesitate to contact either myself at 
mmpeletier@gmail.com or Pastor Stephen.   
 
If you would like to consider participating 
on our Hospitality Ministry team, we would 
love to have you.   
 

Blessings, Marge Peletier 

 

 

 SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES 

mailto:mmpeletier@gmail.com
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 Thank you from Peggy  Groh 

 THANK YOU NOTES 

To SUMC, 

Thank you all so much for your 

loving thoughts and prayers dur-

ing this difficult time. Your sup-

port and knowing God’s con-

stant surrounding love helps me 

get though each day. Thank you all. Hugs, Peggy 

On behalf of the Groh and Miller family, we would like to 
thank the church family for all the love and support we 
have received.  You have shown us what true friends you 
have been to Peggy over the years. She was a member of 
SUMC for nearly 34 years.  Your many prayers, cards, vis-
its, phone calls, texts, and meals were cherished by Peggy 
and her family. We will all miss her and we are all a bit 
better for knowing her. 

Grace and Peace, 

Phil, Jen, Sarah Groh 

Linda & Patti Miller 

On behalf of Roxbury Social Services, we would like to 

extend our gratitude and gratefulness to Succasunna 

United Methodist Church . 

We would like to sincerely 

thank you for your dona-

tion of  7 @0 Speedway 

Gas Gift Cards for a total of 

$140. Thank you for think-

ing of our families in need. 

Without very generous do-

nations like yours, we would not be able to assist  so 

many people. We appreciate your kindness, generosity 

and support. You make a difference in the lives of our 

clients! We are grateful for your generosity, which ena-

bles us to continue to help those less fortunate in our 

community. Thank you and God Bless.  

Sincerely,  Eva Scartozzi, Director 

Roxbury Social Services 

Thank you from Roxbury Social Services 

Succasunna United Methodist Church - Thank you so much for your generous donation of 5 bikes for our Christmas toy and 
clothing drive for the Christmas season. With you, we helped a large number of local families and children. Many were 
blessed because of you! Working with our local community is a true gift. The Ray of Hope donated to many individual fami-
lies from the Roxbury and Dover area, as well as to the Salvation Army and Club Columbia. Thank you! A large amount of 
toys and clothing donations were also made to Nassaan’s Place in Orange, as well as Catholic Charities DYFS, Housing Au-
thority, and kids in public schools in Jersey City. We helped Morristown Hospital patient families, many of whom are home-
less. The Ray of Hope also provided financially to numerous individual families to help them have a wonderful Christmas sea-
son. This has been a difficult year for many. Your generosity goes a long way and is truly appreciated. May God continue to 
bless you all for your kindness. Maybe we can’t change the whole world all at once, but with your help we can help change 
one family’s world for the better. Thank you and God Bless you! Warmest Regards, Diana Saltarelli & Heidi Bagonis 

Thank you from Ray of Hope Foundation 

 Thank you from The Groh‘s & Miller’s 

Thank you from  CUMAC  

Dear Pastor Stephen and Brothers & Sisters in Christ at Succasunna UMC, 

Thank you so much for your support. Your kindness allows us to continue showing up for our community with hope, dignity, 
and care.  With gratitude and prayer, 

Rev. Jeff Markay, Chatham UMC & CUMAC Board Member 
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SUMC THRIFT SHOP  
 

The Thrift Shop is open on Tuesdays from 
8am-11am for donations only and 
Wednesdays from 9:30 am—11:30 am for 
shopping.  We accept clothing, household 
items, glassware, jewelry, linens, etc.  And 
particularly welcome seasonal items. Your 
donations can make a difference in the 
community!  
Please contact Stacy Migneault if you have 
any questions. 
 

The shop is currently looking 
for donations of small 
appliances, coffee pots, small 
microwaves, toasters, pots 
and pans.  
 

The Trustees’ primary responsibilities continue to be routine 
maintenance, overseeing major repairs and planning for future 
improvements. 
  
The building maintenance is still being done by volunteers and 
contractors.  Some of our key volunteers include but are not lim-
ited to Ron Case, Bob Ruppel and Roger Hendrickson. Building 
upkeep does not get a break, even in the winter months.  Volun-
teer efforts help widen walkways, salt icy walkways and even 
shovel snow when needed. We have also replaced lights, fixed 
closet doors and done several other minor repairs around the 
church.  Our goal as Trustee members is to assure the congrega-
tion sees a well-maintained building all year round. 
  
We were able to accomplish so much over the past few months to 
keep everyone comfortable and safe. We have purchased new 
batteries for our AED, we have maintained our heating and cool-
ing system and had several safety walkthroughs.    
  
Some of our projects around the church are as follows. We have a 
new snow removal service and have had several meetings to re-
view our expectations regarding snow removal with them.  The 
new snow removal service has given us a more budget friendly 
option for our snow removal.  We have also expanded our handi-
cap parking by one spot.  This will allow an additional spot for our 
church members that need to park closer to the church.  We have 
received positive feedback for this effort and plan to add another 
handicap spot soon. 
  
Our future projects will include: 
• Painting the entrance to the Thrift Shop 
• Increase handicap parking by adding one additional space 
• Replace filters on the central air conditioning unit 
• Purchase another defibrillator battery  
  
I feel very fortunate and blessed for the support of all our Trustee 
members 
  
Tobe Dussinger,  
President of SUMC Board of Trustees 

 SUMC Board of Trustee Update  Thrift Shop is OPEN! 
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 GIVING 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Myounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor 
pastorstephen@sumcnj.org 

Audrey Schultz, Director of Music 
Angie Stierch, Praise Band Leader 

Caryn Porter, Administrative Assistant 
Aura Smith, Sexton 

 

Church Information 
Office Hours:  9am—2pm 

Tuesday—Friday 
Phone: 973.584.7349 

Email: office@sumcnj.org 
 

OUR MISSION  
 

Succasunna United Methodist Church is a caring fellowship called  
to love and serve according to Jesus’ example, welcome all peo-

ple, worship God  and grow as  Christian  disciples. 

SHOPRITE AND SUSSEX MARKET GIFT CARDS 
Please consider purchasing ShopRite and Sussex Market gift cards 
in preparation for your holiday feast.  Please contact Bruce Hopper 
at mainstchiro@gmail.com if you would like to purchase . For each 
gift card purchased, the church receives a donation.  We receive 
5% for ShopRite cards and 10% for Sussex Market cards.  We thank 

you for your support of this program.  

CHURCH OFFERINGS  

Thank you for your financial commitment to SUMC. We ask that 
you continue to support our ministries with your generous 
offerings. We also appreciate the ministry of our Finance Team to 
manage and guide the financial resources and health of our 
church!                       

ONLINE GIVING 
SUMC offers an electronic option for making regular offerings 
through Vanco, our eGiving processor.  If you are interested in 
joining this program, go to the SUMC web page at sumcnj.org and 
click the “Give” tab at the top.  Questions? Contact Santo 
Gramando, Finance Chairperson at sgramando@yahoo.com or 
Stephanie Rheinhardt, Financial Secretary at 
stephanie.rheinhardt@gmail.com. 
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