
Foreword 

 

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” (1 

John 3:18) 

 Love is a theme that we see everywhere in our culture.  We see it in movies, books, 

music, and TV shows. Love is an overarching theme of the Bible, which is a divine 

love story between God and humanity. Through the story of Advent/ Christmas we 

see how much God loves the world. God loves us so much that He gave us His only 

begotten son (John 3:16). 

The theme of this year’s Advent devotional is “Love in Action.” As someone said, “Action is 

always superior to speech in the Gospels, which is why the Word became flesh and not 

newsprint.” Advent, the coming of Christ, reminds us that love is not just a being word, but 

an action word. Our Christian definition of love is based on what God has done through 

Jesus Christ, and because what God is doing within us through the Holy Spirit, we are 

empowered to emulate the love day by day. 

Again, I am amazed by the depth of spiritual insights and the richness of life experiences 

found in these reflections. What a privilege and blessing it would be to begin my day with 

these devotionals written by SUMC family! I encourage you all to take the time to pray, 

meditate, and act upon a message given for each day. I want to extend my deep 

appreciation to our Advent devotional team that worked hard to design, edit, and 

assemble this incredible devotional: Marge Peletier, Cathy Bishop, John Dewart, Joyce 

Sciacca, Sandy Urgo, and Caryn Porter.  

In Christ, 

 

Rev. Myounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor 

  



~FROM OUR CHILDREN~ 

With Love from our Sunday School Class     Ages 3 to 2nd Grade 

~ 

What is your favorite Christmas tradition that you do with your family and friends?  Why is it 

your favorite? 

Will    …..  I love to eat a big meal with my family. 
Noah  ….. We wear matching PJs, watch movies and play the game of Trouble.  It’s my favorite 
part of Christmas because it is fun. 
Hadley …..We all wear matching PJs and it is my favorite because it is fun.  We also take family 
photos near our Christmas tree. 
Lila …..       I like watching the Grinch with my family because I love hanging out with my family.  
I also like opening presents with my family. 
Aiden …..   I like opening presents with my family. 
Samantha … I love to help wrap presents for my family. 
Emma …..   Every Christmas I have a party at my Paps’ house with my cousins and my family.  
We buy presents for everyone and we open them and play hide-n-seek with my cousins.  
Nathan …..  We bake cookies for Santa then I get his present!!!!!   
Cassidy …..  Every Christmas I sleep in my bed and then I run downstairs and open presents and 
I also see if Santa ate the cookies and if the reindeer ate their carrots it is so fun seeing what 
Santa gave me and my sister.  And every morning of Christmas we eat French toast and eggs.  It 
is the best.  
Gavin …..  I like picking out Christmas presents for my parents. 
Grace ….. I like the Christmas party at Daddy’s work. And I like the Christmas train we do every 
year. 
Faith ….. Whoever finds the pickle on the tree opens their gifts first. 

 
“Little Children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”  -  1 John 3:18 

  



~ With Love from our Sunday School Class  3rd and 4th Grades 

~ 

What does Christmas mean to you? How can you show love to others this Christmas? What is 

your favorite Christmas tradition that you do with your family and friends and why? 

Jessica …..  Christmas means joy to me and spending time with my family.  My favorite part of 
Christmas is giving presents. Putting candy canes on the tree is my favorite Christmas tradition. 
Brady …..  Christmas means to me the birth of our Lord Jesus.  Smiling at people and showing 
love is what I can do for others this Christmas.  Opening presents and getting stuff for Christmas 
is my favorite part of Christmas.  Jesus loves all of us! 
Jack …..  Spending time with friends and family is what Christmas means to me.  Our family 
tradition is making cards for family and friends.  On Christmas Eve I pray with my family.  
Jaret …..  Christmas means the birth of Jesus.   I can show love this Christmas by giving presents. 
My favorite Christmas tradition is getting presents because I like playing with toys 
Evan ….. The meaning of Christmas is when Jesus was born. Giving others love and presents is 
what I can do this Christmas.  My favorite Christmas tradition is when my grandmothers come 
over to eat breakfast because it is so good.   
Ashlyn ….. Christmas means spending time with family and friends.  By donating food to the 
food drives so they can have a great Christmas is something I can do to help others this 
Christmas. 
Emma ….. Christmas means to me having fun, celebrating Jesus’s birthday and spending time 
with family and friends and of course opening presents.  I can show to others this Christmas 
love by getting gifts for my family.  My favorite Christmas tradition is going to the midnight 
service at church. 

 

  



Sunday, December 1, 2019 

Into the Light 

Read Romans 13:11-14 

 
“The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and 

put on the armor of light.” - Romans 13:12, NIV 

 

Before my Confirmation year started, I wasn’t feeling ready.  I was questioning whether or not I 

wanted to do it.  But now is my time to wake up from my slumber.  After I read Romans 13: 11-

14 I knew it was destiny that I got Romans for my Devotional.  I used to ask myself why I went 

to Sunday school, but now I know why.  Because now it is my time to fully worship God, and 

have no doubts. I don’t have time to doubt.  I only have time to worship and not question.  I 

don’t have time to carry the burden of if I really believe.  Now I know I do.  Now I don’t have a 

shadow of a doubt.  I see the sun, and I'm not turning back to the darkness.  Now I can leave my 

uncertainties in the dark and go into the light. 

 

Lucas Mesaros 

PRAYER 

Precious Lord, be with us this Advent Christmas season as we walk in your light. Amen. 
  



Monday, December 2, 2019 

A Gift of Love and Salvation 

Read Romans 6:1-11 

“ 
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  -  

Romans 6:4 NSRV 

What gifts are you searching for in the stores and on the internet this Christmas?  Is it the singing 

Baby Shark song puppet for your toddler?  Or is it wireless Bluetooth headphones for your 

teenager?  Or maybe a DNA test kit for an adult in your life?  You have just 22 more days to find 

that perfect gift! 

God has given each one of us the ultimate perfect gift with love that never ends.  He gave us his 

one and only Son, Jesus Christ.  Through God's gift to us of Jesus Christ, and Christ's death and 

resurrection, we have been given eternal life.  We have been given the newness of life.  When we 

pause and reflect on the breadth and depth of that gift of love, we are awestruck and humbled.  

It is important, in all the hustle and bustle of this Christmas season, to take the time to stop and 

dwell on that gift of Christ that God gave us so many years ago.  May we all feel that awe and 

love in knowing that God's gift of Christ and eternal life was given to each one of us. 

Jocelyn Hughes 

PRAYER 

Dear most generous God, we thank you for this Advent time of love.  May we feel your love 

through all the blessings in our lives.  Thank you for all the gifts you have given us, especially 

the most precious gift of your son Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

  



Tuesday, December 3, 2019 

Jesus Is Our Rainbow 

Read Genesis 9: 1 –17, Hebrews 11: 32 - 40 

“And God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living 

creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come:  I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it 

will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.’” – Genesis 9: 12-13 

The covenant of Noah states simply that God will never again curse the ground because of the 

mistakes of humankind. God promises to give us everything we need.  He further states that He 

will always have a rainbow to follow every storm and that the rainbow is a sign of God’s love for 

the Earth and that He will continue to honor His promise.  

 

In our everyday life, it seems there is one storm after another. During this Advent season, 

remember that you never know someone else’s storms. Try to be the rainbow.   

 

Let us show love to one another as our Lord has loved us and will continue to love us.  Forgive 

people for their wrong doings, and do not hold grudges.  Pray for your enemies.  Be a good 

example to your peers through this season as Jesus has gone before us and choose love.   How do 

you do it?  Maybe you are rushing to get that shopping done after work and someone steals your 

spot in the very full parking lot.  Maybe the store clerk is crabby and gives you a hard time when 

checking out.  Maybe a family member is upset that you aren’t doing something you 

should.  Whatever the case, remember that we all need God’s love.  Next time someone does 

something you feel isn’t right, pray for them. 

Michelle Anderson 

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, thank you for loving and blessing us.  Please help those who are hurting today find 

you.  Help them to know your love and learn to love one another as you have loved us.  In your 

name. Amen.  

  



Wednesday, December 4, 2019 

Noah Pleases God 

Read Genesis 6:11-22 & Matthew 24: 23-35 

 
“And God said to Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is 

with violence because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth.’” -     

Genesis 6:13 
  

As we reflect upon Genesis 6: 11-22, we can think about God’s message for Noah, and how we 

can apply it to our own lives. God tells Noah that he is to build an ark to preserve himself, in 

order to help God restart the world He is unhappy with.  God plans to rid the world of all evil by 

causing a great flood that will wipe out everything.  Since Noah is a true disciple of Christ, God 

trusts him with the responsibility of taking his family, two of every animal, and all types of food 

onto his ark to carry it into the new beginning.  Now, when we view this scripture in today’s 

light, we can relate it to things we may see on the news. We turn on the news to see corrupt, 

dissolute people that are straying from the path of God.  It is important that we make sure we 

follow Noah’s example and we act as true disciples.  God wanted the world to be filled with 

people like Noah, so as disciples of Jesus Christ, we can shine our light on the world and live 

how God would have wanted.  

 

In Matthew 24: 23-35, we are told that God will make himself apparent to us without making a 

scene. The coming of Jesus is something that is evident, not that is left up to be assumed.  If 

anyone is found claiming to be the Son of Man we should be able to sense if the truth is being 

told or not.  The true Son of Man will not tell us outright who He is. We will be drawn to Him as 

His disciples as vultures to a corpse. When the Son of Man comes again one day the world will 

shows signs of his arrival. These signs will tell us that He is here without anyone needing to say 

anything. As you go through your life, always keep on the path to God looking only to Him and 

not to false prophets.   

Jenna Waldron 

PRAYER 

Loving and gracious Lord, please continue to inspire us to be true disciples so that we can expel 

corruptness and violence from our lives and seek out your presence.  Amen.  

  



Thursday, December 5, 2019 

 

Listen, Pray and Love 

Read Isaiah 4: 2 – 6, Acts 1: 12 – 17, 21 – 26 

 

“Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole time the 

Lord Jesus went in and out among us.” –  Acts1: 21, NIV 

As I read the verses for today, some things became clear to me. The Apostles were together 

praying, and more than one hundred and twenty believers came to listen to Peter speak. At one 

point he spoke on the scriptures concerning Judas Iscariot.  Peter's point was that there was a 

need to replace Judas.  Two names were offered, Barsabbas and Matthias.  By casting lots, 

Matthias won and was added to the eleven. 

These are good examples of how we should be as Christian believers. My perspective is first: 

Believe in Jesus Christ.  Second:  Meet and pray together with love for other believers. Third: 

Listen to the speaker in church or in a group especially when quoting the Bible. Fourth: 

Replacements and decisions need to be prayed about and discussed. We need to trust the Lord to 

guide us. This process can work for our church and our personal lives. 

Eleanor Van Hoorebeke 

PRAYER 

Precious loving God and Savior give the wisdom to listen to your loving guidance.  Amen 

  



Friday, December 6, 2019 

God’s Promises 

Read Isaiah 30:19-26 

“…When he hears your crying, he will comfort you….” - Isaiah 30:19 NIV 

 

In the passage above, Isaiah relays God’s promises to the people of Zion.  He vows mercy, 

comfort, guidance, a great harvest and bandages for the broken. While most of us celebrate the 

birth of Christ at Christmas, it can be a lonely time for some. 

 

I am grateful for being a part of a church, and all we are able to do to comfort others. We do the 

Thanksgiving & Christmas baskets for Roxbury Social Services, our giving tree, the shoeboxes 

for children.  We don’t just limit our Love in Action during the holidays but continue it all year 

round.  

 

The group effort of our church is amazing, but it makes me question what I and we could all do 

on an individual basis. You would be surprised about the effect that a simple smile, hug, note, 

email or phone call can mean to someone, especially at this time. Let’s be more cognizant of 

others and our treatment of them. This would be s small version of God’s Love in Action each 

and every day. 

 

I’d like to get a tattoo (sorry Mom) that says Love in Action as a constant reminder of God and 

His love. 

  

Cathy Bishop 

PRAYER 

Loving, awesome God, we are so grateful for your love and the birth of your son. Let us share 

that love with everyone all the time.   Amen. 

  



Saturday, December 7, 2019 

Comfort for God’s People 

Read Isaiah 40:1-11, NIV  

“He tends his flock like a shepherd: 

    He gathers the lambs in his arms 

and carries them close to his heart; 

    he gently leads those that have young.”-  Isaiah 40:11, NIV 

 

The Lamb of God was born in Bethlehem and was called Jesus.  We celebrate His birth at 

Christmas.  I am very grateful to be a member of Succasunna United Methodist Church and to be 

able to celebrate Christmas with the congregation here.  Every year I especially look forward to 

attending the SUMC Christmas pageant.  It is wonderful to see the children act out the birth of 

our savior, and to learn the true meaning of Christmas in such a joyous and magical way.  It is 

truly heartwarming.  The children’s Christmas pageant is a great example of Love in Action and 

is put on by the wonderful families and children of our congregation. This is one of the ways that 

our church follows Jesus, by tending the lambs and carrying them close to our hearts. Christmas 

is an especially joyous time at SUMC and all of the little children are very lucky to be growing 

up in such a wonderful church with such a caring and dedicated church family.     

Marina Urgo 

PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, thank you for all of the caring families of SUMC.  Thank you for the joy that we all 

share when we celebrate your birth at Christmas.  Please bless all of the families of our 

congregation.  May the lessons learned and the memories made by the children, and all who 

attend the Christmas pageant at SUMC, be a warm reminder of the goodness and happiness of 

your love, all their lives long.   Amen. 

  



Sunday, December 8, 2019 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

Read Matthew 3:1-12 

 
“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, ‘Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is he who was spoken of through the prophet 

Isaiah: ‘A voice of one calling in the wilderness, Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight 

paths for him.’” - Matthew 3: 1-3, NIV 

In this passage, we find John the Baptist who is preaching in the wilderness of Judea.  His 

message to the people is for them to repent of their old sinning ways and turn to a new way, the 

way of Jesus. In Greek, the word “repent” literally means to turn around and face a new 

direction.  The people were encouraged to embrace ways that are more generous, peaceful, 

loving, dignified, and just.  To show their decision to do this, they underwent baptism in the 

River Jordan.  “Baptism” in Greek means to be immersed.  We are called to be immersed in the 

ways that make us closer to Jesus. This in turn allows us to transform our world to resemble 

more closely the realm of Heaven. 

 

What better time is there to take our first step, to repent, than at the time of Advent, when we 

await the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.  Some of us, who have not been to church in a while, 

have time to reflect on how we have spent our time, talents, and resources over the last year, and 

see where we could do better going forward.  Like John the Baptist, we can prepare the way for 

Jesus to enter our hearts and transform our actions and lives. 

Michelle Priester 

PRAYER 

Dear heavenly Father, please allow me to repent from the ways of my life that hold me back 

from experiencing fully the love of the Holy Spirit that can only be attained by following the 

ways of Jesus.  Please help me make the world a more heavenly place by keeping a spirit of 

sharing, caring, forgiving, and justice in all I say and do.  I wish to be immersed in Christian love 

and to be able to give it to others. I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
  



Monday, December 9, 2019 

 

Be Ready 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4 

“Finally brothers, we instructed you how to live to please God… Now we ask you and urge you 

in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more.” - 1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 NIV 

 

I think we can all agree Christ’s birth is a reason to celebrate, but these days it is difficult to sort 

out the true meaning of Advent and Christmas from all of the Christmas fantasies, decorations, 

and things like the Elf on the Shelf. 

 

Advent is a time of preparation, but what are we preparing for?   It’s not just to celebrate the 

birth of a baby. It’s more about what His birth means to us even today.  The prophet Isaiah 

foretold that there would come a time of judgement since man continued to sin.  Though many 

tried to stay true to the laws of God, we know that it is easy to fall away.  In John 3:16 we 

learned that God loved us so much that He sent His beloved son to earth so that those who 

believe can have eternal life.   

 

He sent to man, a tangible gift so that we could see and believe. Christ was a living example of 

how to live a life pleasing to God.  Through Christ we know that we need to show love and 

concern for all people. When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians he acknowledged their love of the 

community and concern for all people and encourages them to be even more invested in their 

faithful actions of love.  

 

Through Christ, God has given us the opportunity to more fully understand His laws so we can 

lead a Christ-centered life, being prepared for the day our Lord returns. 

Marcia Hendrickson 
 

PRAYER 

Our loving Father, thank you for sending Christ to earth so that we understand your love for us.  

Teach us to live a Christ-centered life.  Help us to live a life that is pleasing to you. Be with us 

that we may share our love and concerns for others in your name.  In Christ’s name we pray.  

Amen. 
  



Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

 

Filled with Goodness and Love 

Read Romans 15:14-21 

 
“I myself feel confident about you, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of 

goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another.” - Romans 15:14, NRSV 

 

As I say the words Love in Action, many moments come to mind that could reflect those very 

words.  We will be experiencing family love over the coming holidays as we gather to count our 

blessings.  Friendships come to mind as we invite dear friends and perhaps someone who has no 

one else to be with during this sharing season.  Love in Action is when we bring out Grandma’s 

favorite recipe, which everyone loves and looks forward to.  As we celebrate the coming of 

Christ on Christmas Eve, there is an abundance of Love in Action at our worship services 

featuring our youth, the warmth of music filling the air, and of course the masterful thoughtful 

sermons by Pastor Stephen. 

 

On a personal note, Love in Action is when my granddaughter and her husband announce the 

upcoming birth of my first great granddaughter next May.  Love in Action is when I can visit my 

two younger brothers out of state and share pictures and fun memories of our parents and two 

sisters. 

 

Lastly, Love in Action is when our church’s red doors are open and our greeters and hospitality 

teams welcome new visitors and our weekly loyal members as they arrive to share worship with 

us. 

Barbara Miller 

PRAYER 

“Open the door of your heart – God will let you in.” – Author Unknown 
  



Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Bearers of Love 

Read Matthew 12: 33-37 

“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a 

tree is recognized by its fruit.” - Matthew12: 33, NIV 

Reading today’s scripture, pointed me to the first of nine fruits of the spirit found in Galatians 5: 

22, love.  We believe in Jesus, who gave us examples of love throughout His life.  He loved and 

served all people regardless of who they were, even those who despised Him.  The Jesus, whose 

birth we celebrate in Christmas, challenges us to be bearers of good fruit by loving others 

without expecting anything in return, and by loving people who are like us and people who are 

different than us. 

 

Our church slogan, “Love.Serve.Grow”, resonates with my spiritual journey in the United 

Methodist Church. Since I joined our denomination, I have had the opportunity to practice the 

love Jesus teaches us by serving others through local, national and international mission trips. 

Through small group participation, I have grown in ways that I never imagined.  

 

Advent is a time of preparation and expectation to celebrate the birth of our Savior, God’s gift of 

love for us.  It’s a time to meditate on how we can respond to Jesus’ teachings of love and 

service. Are we loving and serving our neighbors the way Jesus did?   Let us be “trees” that are 

recognized for bearing the fruit of love. 

Sam Perez 

PRAYER 

Loving and merciful God, thank you for the greatest gift of love, Jesus.  Send your Holy Spirit 

upon us this Advent season to guide us in ways that we never experienced before. Open our ears, 

hearts, and minds so each day we can be instruments of your love.  Amen. 

  



Thursday, December 12, 2019 

Loyalty 

Read Ruth 1:6-18  

“But Ruth said, ‘Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go 

I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my 

God.’” - Ruth 1: 16, ESV 

  

As I reflected on this passage from Ruth, I found that this scripture reading relates to our theme 

Love in Action because it shows a daughter and her mother-in-law loving each other by sticking 

by each other’s side no matter what.  “For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will 

lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.” (Ruth 1:16) 

  

This reminds me of our SUMC church family because it brings together all generations with the 

passing of the peace.  This small gesture, although brief, exemplifies Love in Action by making 

everyone, of all generations, feel welcome in the church community. 

  

Being participants of the SUMC congregation we should all feel loved and welcome no matter 

who we are.  Being the people of Christ we must share the love with all of our neighbors with 

even the smallest gestures such as these.  We can see the Love In Action in all of our neighbors. 

  

David Doherty 

PRAYER 

Loving Father, may you let us experience Love In Action through all of our neighbors and allow 

us to share it with our brothers and sisters of Chris.  Amen. 

 

  



Friday, December 13, 2019 

 

A Child Can Make All the Difference 

Read Ruth 4:13-17 

 
“He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves 

you has given birth.” –  Ruth 4:15 - NIV   

On last year’s Christmas Eve our twin adult daughters Sherry and Lisa requested that all gather 

into the Hannay’s family room. Their three children, one, two and four years old came 

downstairs wearing t-shirts which had written on them the words Big Brother.  Lisa then 

announced “I’m pregnant and Wesley is going to be a big brother”.  Sherry followed and said 

“I’m pregnant too, and Maxwell and Bruce are also going to be big brothers”.  This news was 

both unexpected and amazing.  We were then informed that their expected due dates were both 

on Aug. 4, 2019!  It has been such a joyous year for the entire family as Elana Kaplan was born 

July 28
th

, and Douglas Hannay arrived on August 5th.  Praise God! 

The book of Ruth is an exquisite short story which describes the birth of a child (ca. 1200 BC). 

There was a famine in the land and Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their sons went to live in the 

country of Moab.  Elimelech dies, and Naomi’s two married sons also later die.  Naomi and her 

daughters-in-law Ruth and Orpah were left destitute by the deaths of their husband and sons and 

later returned to Judah.  In Chapter 4, we read that Boaz, whom is a relative of the deceased 

husband, marries Ruth.  Ruth gives birth to a son Obed, whom becomes an ancestor of David and 

Jesus. It is noteworthy that Boaz’s treatment towards Ruth the Moabite was unusual and gracious 

in that it went against the flow of marrying someone outside of one being an Israelite. The values 

that this story proclaims – loyalty, love of family, and generosity towards strangers – are 

universal and timeless. Praise God! 

Joe Sikora 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for providing us with such an inspiring story of an immigrant Ruth and her 

child whom you chose to further your Kingdom.  We pray that you can soften our hearts to be 

more accepting and generous to all.  Amen. 

  



Saturday, December 14, 2019 

Your Immense Love 

Read Luke 3:1-18 

 
“And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has 

two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” - 

Luke 3: 10-11 

 

As I read this passage from Luke, I realized many things.  The first thing I realized is that we are 

still learning to do this now compared to that time period.  The second thing that I realized is that 

this is the same thing that we do when we donate toys to the Operation Christmas Child shoe 

boxes.  It is what we do when all the Sunday school levels donate different non-perishable food 

items for Thanksgiving to those who can’t afford the Thanksgiving meals that others can always 

count on having with our families. What I think John the Baptist is trying to say is that love can 

fix what metal and stones and wood cannot fix.  It can fix the human spirit that is not doing so 

well if you show someone that there are people that love them when they think that they may be 

alone in the world. 

 

These different things that we do show Love in Action because we are giving to the people that 

God decided to create. We are all God’s children and I think that the coming of Christ was a sign 

from God that we should love each other more. I also think that John the Baptist knew that God 

wanted us to love one another and knew that was what the coming of Christ meant. If we would 

maybe look up when we are walking or driving somewhere, we would be able to see the person 

that is in need of the kindness that lies within the human heart, and we would be able to show 

them that kindness. 

 

As children of God, we need to show everyone the kindness that lies within our human hearts. 

During this Advent season as we show love and kindness to the people around us through gifts, 

let us show others this love. 

Colin Canzone 

PRAYER 

Dear God, I pray that I am able to show others love through my actions. Let me find ways to 

show others how immense your love is for them through my actions.  Let me see the love that 

you have given to all of us in all of the faces that I see today. In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

  



Sunday, December 15, 2019 

 

Waiting for Him to Come Again 

Read James 5:7-10 

 
“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming.  See how the farmer waits for the 

land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains”. - James 5:7, 

NIV 

 

As I read this verse and chapter, it tends to make me ponder over what I have become acquainted 

with in our TABS meetings.  God’s people waiting for their Savior.  God leading them out of 

Egypt and having to obey the rules of Moses and being encouraged by him that God would take 

care of them and lead them to the promised land.  That trip did take a long time and many 

problems occurred during the journey.  The people had to wait and work together and not bicker 

and not worship idols and work as a team.  Moses kept praying and God helped him lead the 

people to the Promised Land. 

 

And in their future they wanted a king to lead them.  So God gave them a king, against his better 

judgement.  Some kings were very sinful and had them worship the king or his idols or his wife’s 

idols and they were sinning against God again.  They just were not being patient enough to 

worship God alone and forgot about God and just worshiped idols that they thought would bring 

them what they needed in their lives. 

 

The bible says that a Savior is coming again; we just don’t know when that would be.  I think we 

have to live our lives helping others, be it family or friends or neighbors.  Doing this without 

grumbling or complaining, with our own free will and knowing that this is the way Jesus would 

want us to live. 

Stephanie Reidinger 

PRAYER 

Precious Lord, help us to see the things that we should be doing with the thought of you in our 

minds.  Help keep us focused on your wishes and doing what we could be doing to live a 

Christian life for you and for ourselves.  Amen 

  



Monday, December 16, 2019 

Hope for the Future 

Read Isaiah 29: 17 – 24, The Message 

“"No longer will Jacob be ashamed; no longer will their faces grow pale. 23When they see 

among them their children, the work of my hands, they will keep my name holy; they will 

acknowledge the holiness of the Holy One of Jacob, and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.." 

- Isaiah 29: 22-23, The Message 

A decade ago the church where I raised my family, taught Sunday school, sang in the choir, and 

learned the love of Christians, suffered when the pastor and the music director had a falling out.  

The result was devastating. The choir dispersed to other churches when the music director 

resigned. A church that once set out extra chairs each Sunday, now barely seated twenty. This 

calamity made me acutely aware that many churches face a similar fate. The Christian church is 

a decline in the west as is the sense of community that once existed in neighborhoods. 

Approximately 4000 churches close each year in the US.  Many seek community in social media 

only to find it a fruitless endeavor.  Loneliness and alienation abound. 

 

In this passage, the Assyrians have laid waste to Lebanon. They have cut down its famous cedar 

trees. Even with the devastation that surrounds him, Isaiah looks to the future with hope in God’s 

power. He prophesies that the hills of Mount Carmel will once again be lush with cedars, and the 

blind will see. God promises that Jacob will see “lots of children. And these children will honor 

me.”  Isaiah foresees the coming of Jesus and the flourishing of the Christian church. 

 

I have happily found a home in this vibrant church.  Here music rings, children learn the love of 

Jesus, and the congregation supports missions that reach beyond our doors.  As I pass abandoned 

churches, I feel sorrow that many modern sojourners, lost and weary, blindly pass by the stable 

that sheltered an infant child so many millennia ago.  Sadly, they seek their heart’s desire in 

empty and barren spaces. This Christmas, I, like Isaiah, hope that the blind shall once again see 

the miraculous star that ushered in a new era of hope and love.  

Gloria Anderle 

PRAYER 

Loving God, I pray those who wander blindly through life futilely looking in dark spaces for 

spiritual nourishment. May their eyes be opened to see the star shining above an infant’s cradle. 

May they open their hearts to his love, and may he teach them, and us, to look to the future with 

hope. May the faith in Jesus once again flourish in this nation.  Amen. 

  



Tuesday, December 17, 2019 

 

Peace through Prayers 

Read Jude 1: 17-25 
 

“To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, power 

and authority..” -  Jude 1: 24-25, NIV 

 

We live in a nation that is not peaceful.  One need only turn on the news to hear about the latest 

violent shooting, the racial tensions that occurred somewhere, and the mean spirited presidential 

candidates that have a propensity to attack rather than to tackle the issues.  America has been 

characterized as the most violent nation on earth.  It can be quite depressing hearing about these 

negative things on a daily basis.  Our lives are more characterized by stress than by peace.  

 

What can each of us do about this during this Advent season and throughout the year?  We can 

make a conscious decision to avoid conflict with others - in our families, at work, and with 

everyone that we come in contact with.  We can make a decision that our encounters with others 

will be peaceful.  Most importantly we can reach out to our Lord, who has been characterized as 

the prince of peace in prayer and ask for His help in our becoming more peaceful. We can pray 

for peace on earth during this Advent season.  We can focus on praying for others instead of 

speaking ill of them. We can lift up prayer as an important tool of a peaceful life.  We can ask 

the Lord to help guide us to focus on things that are peaceful, not stressful.  Peace on earth can 

begin with me.  

 

I will lift up prayer as a very important life tool to the young people of the confirmation class as I 

have been doing in the hope that it will become more and more important on their lifetime 

spiritual journey.  We can be prayerful at any time and in any situation.  Our prayers can be 

unceasing.  If we all did this and encouraged others to do so, it would make a tremendous 

difference.  Prayer is a very peaceful act.  We can take anything to the Lord in prayer and ask the 

Lord to bear the burden with us, and in doing so we will actually feel a peacefulness flow 

through us and feel the burden lifted. 

John Dewart 

PRAYER 

Lord, make me an instrument of peace.  Amen 

  



Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Jesus Heals Many 

Read:  Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34 

“He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.”-Matthew 8:17, NIV 

Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law who had a fever.  He touched her hand, the fever left, and she 

got up to wait on him.  After this occurred people who were demon-possessed were brought to 

the house to be healed.  Jesus easily was able to take the bad spirits out of them. He did all of this 

to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.” 

In Matthew 8:28-34, when Jesus arrived on the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two 

demon-possessed men approached him. They were very violent making it impossible for others 

to pass through.  They wanted nothing to do with Jesus thinking that he would torture them. The 

demons knew that they were going to be taken out of the humans and requested to be transferred 

to the pigs. Jesus respected their wishes and transferred them to the herd of pigs, who then 

quickly rushed down the steep bank and died.   Jesus was asked to leave shortly after when the 

town found out because they were scared. 

Both of these scriptures show Love in Action, because no matter who these people were and how 

rude and disrespectful they were to him, Jesus still managed to care for them and heal them. This 

can relate to everyday life because no matter how mean or rude people are to you; you need to 

learn to love and forgive everyone.  

Clara Donnelly & McKenna Stierch 

PRAYER 

Dear God, please let everyone find it in themselves to forgive and love one another no matter 

how much we feel that they don’t deserve it, because we are all one in the kingdom of God.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen 

  



Thursday, December 19, 2019 

 

Children of God 

Read Galatians 3:23-29, NIV 

“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” - Galatians 3:26, NIV 

Through Baptism we pledge our lives to Christ our Lord.  In Christ all are united who by faith 

are united to Him. In his letter to the Galatians, Paul declares differences in ethnicity, gender, 

and socio-economic status to be irrelevant in the body of Christ. For one to be baptized into 

Christ means finding one's primary identity and value in Christ.  

 

The categories that divide us today are different than in Paul's day, but divisions persist.  

Divisions run along lines of ethnicity, socio-economic status, gender, sexual orientation, 

ideology, political affiliation, and more.  Paul reminds us that whatever human categories may 

describe us, they do not define us, "for all of you are one in Christ Jesus."  All human categories 

are ultimately irrelevant to our primary identity as members of the body of Christ.  

 

As written by Paul, what matters is that you are a child of God.  Attempts to categorize and label 

one another in the church, or to diminish anyone on the basis of those categories and labels, are 

signs of spiritual immaturity.  Paul reminds us that since Christ has come, we are no longer 

enslaved to those old divisions. All are justified solely by what God has done for us in Jesus 

Christ.  Through baptism into Christ, we belong to Him and to one another.  All share fully and 

equally in the inheritance of God's promises and in the mission to which God has called us.  As 

we put our Faith in Action this Christmas, with Christ foremost in mind, may we remember the 

words of Paul and act in love and acceptance for all of the people of God no matter their religion, 

social identity, ethnicity, disposition or misfortune.  May we celebrate Christ’s birth together 

with all of his followers in a spirit of charity and love for each and every soul, for we are one in 

Jesus Christ.   

Sandra Urgo 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for leading us to righteousness and showing us your ways. Thank you for 

sending us your Son, and for every single follower of Jesus, and for every person who leads others 

to follow Him.   Amen 

  



Friday, December 20, 2019 

Waiting for Him to Come Again 

Read 2 Samuel 7:18-22 

 
Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?  And as if “

this were not enough in your sight, Sovereign Lord, you have also spoken about the future of the 

house of your servant—and this decree, Sovereign Lord, is for a mere human!” – 2 Samuel 7: 

18-19, NIV 

 

In 2 Samuel 7:18-22 it talks about how David prays to God.  He prays to God about his family, 

and he also talks to God about how much love the Lord has shown him. In addition, he shows 

how much God has given him even though he isn’t rich or special.  God still will love and care 

for him. 

This passage really shows how much God does.  He loves each person even if they are poor, 

rich, or “not important.”  David in the passage says “I am not a special person and my family is 

not prominent”.  I think this means that even if his family is not the richest family, God still 

loves them.  I think that’s important in the passage because it shows really how much God cares 

for us and our families.  

Bridget Donnelly 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for always loving us no matter who we are or what we do.  Please help us 

to realize how important and special we are to you, both as individuals and as a whole.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray.  Amen. 

  



Saturday, December 21, 2019 

David’s Prayer 

Read John 3: 31 – 36 

“He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of 

the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.” - John 3:31,NIV 

Meditating on this passage, I realized how ironic that this scripture was the one I would write for 

the devotional.  I choose this scripture from a basket, but I do not think it was a coincidence.  

God speaks to us in many ways, and when I put my hand into that basket God lead me to this 

message.  My relationship with God has been precarious.  He has never given up on me, but I 

have not had the same loyalty.  

 

I think of Jesus, and I have this overwhelming love, admiration and respect for Him.  Jesus came 

to earth to testify his Father’s word with nothing but faith; having those around Him betray him, 

suffering and then before His prime, giving up His life to pay for the sins of everyone.  Not only 

the ones that stood by his side but also of those who tied him to that cross.  Jesus lived by 

example and did not give in to those who would not accept.  Jesus continued even beyond death 

to speak his Father’s words to help us when we could not help ourselves.  

 

When I allow God into my life, my heart, my home, my family, I am at peace.  I know I cannot 

only accept God when times are good but must also let him in when times are hard.  I know He is 

always there as the faithful Father looking over me, speaking to me to let him in.  It is not an 

easy task to give all you are and all you have to God and allow Him to take over and live through 

you.  I am working on this process, but I already feel the weight and stress being removed as He 

carries my burdens. 

Andrea McCurdy 

PRAYER 

Father, we give ourselves to you.  Your faithfulness and love are never ending.  Strengthen us to 

be more like your Son; to trust you without hesitation; to speak your name without fear; to do 

your work without prejudice.  Remove us from any darkness and engulf us in your light.  Amen. 
  



Sunday, December 22, 2019 

God’s Signs 

Read Isaiah 7:10-16 and Matthew 1:18-25 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:  The virgin will be with child and will give 

birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  - Isaiah 7: 14, NIV 

 

Many years ago my family was in a crisis. One relative was making allegations against another 

relative.  The other relative denied the allegations.  It was impossible to know what the truth was.  

I wanted to continue to have a relationship with both relatives. 

 

God sent me a dream.  I was in a ship and had to keep it off the rocks.  That morning in church, 

printed on the church bulletin was a poem about commanding a ship. I will quote the last line of 

the poem: 

 

“For weal or woe this year is yours; your ship is on life's sea, your acts, as captain, must decide 

whichever it shall be; 

 So now in starting on your trip, ask God to 

help you sail your ship.” -  Author unknown 

 

From then on, I turned to God in prayer to help me decide how to proceed with the relationships.  

He guided me to tell each of the relatives involved that I wanted to continue a relationship, but I 

could not speak about the other one.  This worked, and I was able to have a relationship with 

each relative even though they were alienated from each other. 

Melanie Newton 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for helping me through the difficult times by making your presence known 

to me through your signs.  Thank you for bringing Jesus into the world to be our guide and 

comforter. Amen 

  



Monday, December 23, 2019 

Law or Faith 

Read Galatian 3:6-14 

“The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in 

advance to Abraham ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’”- Galatians 3:8, NIV  

In reading the early books of the Old Testament we have learned of God’s plan for redeeming 

His children, who have strayed. Consider Adam and Eve, Noah, and Moses, whose lives were 

used to teach and convict us.  When Moses returned from the Mount Sinai with the Ten 

Commandments, our lessons had continued.  More laws were given through Leviticus and the 

people of God strayed and broke many laws. The worst offense was to worship other gods.  Now 

Abraham was given a promise that his children would be saved from their sin.  In Luke 1:46b-

55, a young girl was chosen to carry the savior of all nations.  Mary was given a blessing by 

God, and she knew God was merciful, loving, and had a glorious plan for his wayward children. 

The question is law or faith; I say both.  

God has blessed women through history and also in the present; using them to spread the Gospel, 

care for the elderly, children, neighbors, and community. As we go forward with our ministry 

here at SUMC, be mindful that God can use all for His Glory.  Let’s stand tall and show the 

world that Jesus is the way, the truth and the light for all.  

Linda Yates 

PRAYER 

Dear father God, we ask for guidance and wisdom everyday as we show the people we 

encounter, who you are.  Grant us peace during this Advent season, Christmas and the New 

Year.  In the name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 

  



Monday, December 24, 2019 

The Birth of Jesus – What Does it Mean for Us Today? 

Read Luke 2:1-14 

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son.”- Luke 2:6-7 NIV  

 

Have you ever stopped to think about the deeper meaning of the birth of Jesus Christ? Although 

many people, even unbelievers, have heard the story of Jesus’ birth, its real significance may be 

missed because of that familiarity with the “story” aspect.  The birth of Christ was not the 

ordinary birth of an ordinary man. It was the birth of the most unique person in history. The birth 

of Jesus Christ was the incarnation of God Himself. In other words, the very God became a man. 

The significance of this is profound and will take all eternity for us to appreciate. The conception 

and birth of Jesus Christ was the mingling of God with humanity. Such a thing had never 

occurred before. 

How does the truth, regarding Christ’s birth, affect us today?  Firstly, to be a genuine Christian, 

we must believe that Jesus Christ is more than a holy man, a prophet, or a martyr.  He is the 

complete, eternal God come in the flesh.  This is a basic item of the Christian faith.  As 

Christians, by prayerfully reading the Bible, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the birth of 

Jesus Christ.  God did not save us by somehow reaching down from the heavens in an objective 

way.  The unapproachable God Himself became an approachable, contactable, knowable man. 

What a mysterious and yet wondrous fact! Our God became a man, experiencing everything of 

human life and living a perfect, sinless human life. And eventually, He went in His body of flesh 

and blood to die on the cross for us! Have a Blessed Christmas! 

Richard Preuss 

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, I believe that you are both the complete God and a perfect man. Thank you for being 

born with our humanity and becoming a real and genuine man with both divinity and humanity. 

Thank you for coming into my life. Lord, live out in me your wonderful life that expresses God. Amen. 

  



Tuesday, December 25, 2019 

Treasured and Pondered 

Read Luke 2:1-20 

“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.”  - Luke 2:19 NIV 

 

Luke’s familiar birth story recounts Joseph and Mary leaving Nazareth and traveling to 

Bethlehem to partake in the census of the Roman world.  Mary had her firstborn while there, and 

she wrapped him and placed him in a manger as there was no room in the inn.   Meanwhile, an 

angel of the Lord came to shepherds watching their flocks nearby and told them the good news 

of great joy for all the people that a Savior had been born, so they hurried off to find the family.  

After they saw Jesus, they spread the word about him and all were amazed, but Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

 

I always hope to see or hear something anew when rereading an old, familiar story, and the 

beauty of the Word always gives more!  Luke’s chapter 2 Christmas story verse 19 says Mary 

treasured all that occurred and pondered it in her heart – what a decidedly personal female 

perspective and observation; perhaps a note that could only have been made by Mary.  I wonder, 

as many others before me have, if this verse came from Mary telling Luke her version of Jesus’ 

birth story and all that led up to that time. 

 

In any case, this was a beautiful expression of a mother’s feelings.  A mother never forgets 

anything regarding her child - what they accomplish, what they feel, what has been said of them, 

what they become and what she dreams for them.  She stores it all in her heart and mind to 

ponder and treasure and her actions result from those loving thoughts.  A mother’s treasuring and 

pondering are some of the purest forms of Love in Action that we will ever know.  Merry 

Christmas, my brothers and sisters in Christ!   

Kim Germain 

PRAYER 

Dear Lord, thank you for the birth of Jesus, a gift and great joy for all the people.  And thank you 

for Mary, who taught us how to treasure and ponder all in our hearts.  In Jesus’ name we pray 

and give glory to you.  Amen 

  



This Advent Devotional was written, created and published by  

the congregation of 

Succasunna United Methodist Church 
  

Succasunna United Methodist Church is a caring fellowship called to 

love and serve according to Jesus' example, welcome all people, 

worship God and grow as Christian disciples. 
Thanks to all who have contributed to this Devotional in word, thought 

and prayer. 
We hope you will join us in worship this Christmas as... 

"Unto us a child is born..." 
 


