
 

   

 The Steeple                                       
July/August 2023 

Dear Church Family, 

As the summer season approaches, my heart is filled 

with a sense of anticipation and excitement. Though I 

don’t particularly enjoy the heat, there is something 

special about immersing myself in the heart of summer, 

a time when many of us embark on journeys, both 

physical and spiritual. This summer, my family and I will 

have the joy of visiting our parents and siblings in South 

Korea. It has been 13 years since our last visit, so we 

are filled with gratitude and excitement for this precious 

opportunity to return home. 

Home is more than just a physical place; it is a place 

where we can truly be ourselves, surrounded by loved 

ones who accept us unconditionally. Yet, life's circum-

stances can sometimes lead us astray, causing us to 

lose sight of that feeling of home. We may have wan-

dered away from God, searching for purpose and 

meaning in various places. Yet, no matter how far we 

have strayed, our Heavenly Father is always ready to 

welcome us back. Our God longs for us to turn to Him, 

to experience the joy and peace that can only be found 

in His loving presence.  

This summer, as we embark on various journeys, 

whether they be physical travels or spiritual quests,  

let us be mindful of the importance of finding our true 

home in God. Let us open our hearts to God’s redeem-

ing love and extend that love to those who are search-

ing for belonging and restoration.  

Remember, our lives are meant to be living testimonies 

of God's grace, radiating the joy of finding our true 

home in God. As we come together in worship and fel-

lowship during this summer season, let us strive to cre-

ate an environment where everyone feels genuinely 

welcomed, accepted, and loved. As we actively partici-

pate in our summer missions and community outreach, 

such as Christian Outreach, Vacation Bible School, and 

the Costa Rica Mission trip, each one of us becomes a 

beacon, shining God's compassion and forgiveness up-

on those who yearn to come home, offering a glimpse 

of the eternal home that awaits us.  

May the Holy Spirit bring refreshing moments of rest 

and serenity, rejuvenating your spirit during this sum-

mer season. May God’s empowering presence enable 

you to deepen your relationships and foster cherished 

connections with your loved ones and community. 

Peace and Grace,  
 

Rev. Stephen Yun, Pastor 
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GNJ ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2023 

For the first time in three years, the Greater New Jersey Annual 
Conference met in person from Sunday, May 21st to Tuesday, 
May 23rd at the Wildwoods Convention Center. More than 800 
members and visitors gathered under the theme 
‘Possibility’ (from Matthew 19:26) for the first Annual Confer-
ence held onsite since 2019 after managing three years of 
online sessions. 

‘Welcome back, it is great to be together in person,’ said pre-
siding Bishop John Schol. ‘I see Jesus-possibility because I have 
witnessed Christ in you’, he added.  

In a time of great change in our church and society, visiting 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi urged conference members, dur-
ing her Tuesday morning teaching session, to focus not on the 
uncertainty of mere chance, but on faith in the possibility that 
‘something good or better may happen.’ 

‘You can’t see what you don’t have faith in,’ said the episcopal 
leader of the Western Pennsylvania Conference and co-
episcopal leader of the Susquehanna Conference. ‘You won’t 
see it if you don’t believe it’s possible.’ She ended her session 
by proclaiming ‘We are a possibility together in Jesus Christ.’ 

Possibility was evident throughout the session. 

 Bishop Schol’s encouraging Episcopal Address, where he 
offered several local church examples of the Possibility 
theme; 

 In the informative and inspirational Conference Leadership 
Address; 

 In the commissioning and ordination of 15 clergy – two as 
deacons, 13 as elders – and the commissioning of three 
deaconesses, plus compelling, personal testimonies; 

 In the Service of Passage, where retiring clergy celebrated 
newly commissioned and ordained clergy;  

 In the unanimous election of new Conference Lay Leader 
David Yamoah;  

 In the $8,000 given to support the Conference’s Hurricane 
Ida recovery efforts (A Future with Hope endeavor) and 
the 7,000 meals assembled and packaged by volunteers 
for Rise Against Hunger; and  

 In the 16 resolutions faithfully discerned, and further de-
veloped through the legislative process. 

Some of the resolutions that were passed by the members in-
clude: the Council on Finance & Administration’s proposed $23 
million 2024 budget; the Conference Leadership Committee’s 
Nomination Report; Equitable Compensation for clergy, up-
dates to parsonage standards, clergy pensions and billing ar-
rearage policies; GNJ support for Advance Special local mission 
projects including COP; and a modified Safe Sanctuaries policy 
that now includes policies to protect vulnerable adults.  

 GNJ Annual Conference 2023 

Of particular interest among the resolutions was the approval of 
the disaffiliation of eight congregations in the Greater New Jer-
sey Conference. These disaffiliations are allowed for reasons of 
conscience regarding the actions or inactions of the United 
Methodist Church around human sexuality. 

Another resolution involving Church Closure was approved for 
the discontinuance of 11 Churches within the Greater New Jer-
sey Conference. 

The sale of The Pinelands Center at Mount Misery by Next Gen-
eration Ministries, an independent nonprofit that now owns the 
conference’s former camping and retreat property, was ap-
proved with a ‘strongly urged’ recommendation that any sale 
revenue be used to help GNJ youth attend other Christian camp-
ing ministries. 

The conference referred to the Connectional Table a request to 
create a broadly representative task force to provide more de-
tails about the shared roles, authority, procedures and costs of 
the GNJ and EPA affiliation. 

In addition, conference members endorsed the Christmas Cove-
nant, proposed by leaders in some United Methodist Central 
Conferences in Europe, the Philippines and Africa. It calls on the 
2024 General Conference to reorganize the church into regions, 
including a new U.S. region, to promote more equity and con-
textual legislating across the denomination. The resolution pro-
poses that non-doctrinal laws and other matters pertaining only 
to U.S. churches should be legislated by U.S. members in a re-
gional conference, rather than by the entire global General Con-
ference. 

GNJ members also said yes to a resolution, titled A Safer GNJ, 
that calls on GNJ to: 

 Utilize trauma-informed practices and resources that sup-
port survivors of sexual abuse in the church; 

 Require training in sexual ethics and sexual abuse preven-
tion for all clergy, church staff, lay leaders and youth minis-
try leaders; and 

 Promote sexual ethics education and resources on GNJ’s 
website. 

The measure also mandates the Conference to offer access to 
and reimbursement for trauma-informed care for those who 
have suffered from clergy sexual abuse. 
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The sale of The Pinelands Center at Mount Misery by Next Gen-
eration Ministries, an independent nonprofit that now owns the 
conference’s former camping and retreat property, was ap-
proved with a ‘strongly urged’ recommendation that any sale 
revenue be used to help GNJ youth attend other Christian camp-
ing ministries. 

The conference referred to the Connectional Table a request to 
create a broadly representative task force to provide more de-
tails about the shared roles, authority, procedures and costs of 
the GNJ and EPA affiliation. 

In addition, conference members endorsed the Christmas Cove-
nant, proposed by leaders in some United Methodist Central 
Conferences in Europe, the Philippines and Africa. It calls on the 
2024 General Conference to reorganize the church into regions, 
including a new U.S. region, to promote more equity and con-
textual legislating across the denomination. The resolution pro-
poses that non-doctrinal laws and other matters pertaining only 
to U.S. churches should be legislated by U.S. members in a re-
gional conference, rather than by the entire global General Con-
ference. 

GNJ members also said yes to a resolution, titled A Safer GNJ, 
that calls on GNJ to: 

• Utilize trauma-informed practices and resources that sup-
port survivors of sexual abuse in the churchRequire training 
in sexual ethics and sexual abuse prevention for all clergy, 
church staff, lay leaders and youth ministry leaders 

• Promote sexual ethics education and resources on GNJ’s 
website. 

The measure also mandates the Conference to offer access to 
and reimbursement for trauma-informed care for those who 
have suffered from clergy sexual abuse. 

The resolution, Reclaiming the Narrative, was ruled out of or-
der because the Annual Conference is not the appropriate body 
to vote on such legislation. Instead, the Conference referred it 
to the Northeastern Jurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy 
Committee. 
 

Submitted by, 

Liz Kihm 

SUMC Lay Member to Annual Conference 

 GNJ Annual Conference 2023 

SUMMER BIBLE READING CHALLENGE 

The four diverse Camp & Retreat Centers are a closeknit 

family, united and inspired by their mission to share the love 

of Jesus among visitors, volunteers and staff who come from 

all over. Indeed, they are part of an extended family that 

warmly embraces churches from across the region and now 

also the Greater New Jersey Conference. 

Those familial bonds are most evident during this season, 

when the four centers’ open their summer camps to visitors 

of all ages and from all places. They welcome all to come 

join in fun-filled, faith-forming, festive activities, both out-

doors and indoors, surrounded by the matchless, miracu-

lous beauty of God’s Creation. 

For more information: See https://www.epaumc.org/news/

summer-camp-2023-opportunities-to-share-the-love-of-

jesus 

 Summer Camp 2023 
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This is a reminder that the Prayer List will be 
cleared in July in order to keep it timely.  If you 
want to submit any prayer requests feel free to 
contact our church office. 

Also, you may submit specific 
prayer requests to anyone on 
the Congregational Care Min-
istry Team or via Pastor Ste-
phen.  You can ask that they 
be kept confidential within the 
team. You can also contact 

directly the Chair of the CCM Team,                            
Melanie Newton at (973) 396-7885 
or mel.g.newton@gmail.com. 

WORSHIP 

Prayer lists & Prayer requests          

 

Please note we will move 
to one blended service at 
10 am, beginning Sunday, 
June 25 through Sunday, 
August 27. 

The Chancel Choir take a summer hiatus from rehearsals 

for  July & August. However, the choir will still be there 

on Sunday’s to lead hymns and sometimes sing an an-

them. We will resume regular Thursday rehearsals in 

September 

Audrey Schultz and Donna An-

derle will be working on getting 

the Youth Choir going again with 

rehearsals on Thursdays at 

6:30pm in September as well.  

 New Sermon Series— “Heroes of the Faith”  

July Sermon Series                                                      
"Heroes of the Faith"                                                       

July 2, 9, 16, & 23  

Heroes do not just belong in comic books and blockbuster 

movies. We have them in real life too – people whose 

courage, strength, and resilience we can look up to as 

models for our own lives. In this summer series, we will 

meet four outstanding heroes from our faith story. Their 

readiness to listen to God’s voice in their lives and act on 

it inspires us to do the same.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

              July 2- Heroes of the Faith: Deborah 

              July 9- Heroes of the Faith: Rahab 

              July 16- Heroes of the Faith: Lydia 

              July 23- Heroes of the Faith: Esther 

Chancel Choir & Youth Choir 
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Dear Church Family, 

Hello Summer! As the seasons change and the kids are out of school for the summer 

the atmosphere at our church changes too. As we finish out the month of June with 

graduations and celebrations of jobs well done we are also having our Sunday School 

Celebration, Church Picnic and End of School Year Youth Group Party. 

We are preparing for Vacation Bible School which will be held July 17-21. We still need 

help so please consider joining us to volunteer, getting an item or two off our wish list, 

or simply just praying for us.  If you need more information on VBS please check out our VBS site: 

sumcnj.mycokesbury.com 

This Summer we also have a great event planned you can attend with you whole family on August 19! We 

will be taking a whole church group trip to Sight and Sound Theaters to see the live experience, “Moses.” 

Sign up today, tickets are limited. 

As we prepare this summer for what’s to come next we look forward to holding a new confirmation class be-

ginning in September. While collaborating with Pastor Stephen, Education Committee and many leaders of 

SUMC we are bringing a new and exciting approach to confirmation. Confirmation is open to any youth from 

7th grade on up. Please reach out if you have any questions or know of a youth who may be interested. 

Have a Blessed Summer! 

Jennifer Antoncich, Director of Youth and Family Life 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 

Youth Ministry—BASIC & UMYF Update 

SUMC trip to see “Moses” 

When: August 19, 2023

Show is at 3:00 pm 

Departing SUMC AT 9:30 am 

Stopping for lunch 

Tickets:  Adults — $85 

Children 3-12 — $39 

Contact Jennifer Antoncich 
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EDUCATION 

 2023 SUMC Vacation Bible School—July 17 thru July 21 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Week of July 17-21, 2023 
Will you please consider helping our 
VBS program 
 
SUMC is so excited to be holding their Vacation Bible School this Summer 
during the week of 7/17-7/21 from 
9:30 am-12:00 pm! 
 

Ways to help: 
PRAY: Pray for the children who will attend VBS and the volunteers who 
will lead VBS. 
PARTCIPATE: Sign your child up to participate for VBS. 
VOLUNTEER: We are in need of additional volunteers. (Entering 6th Grade 
- Adults) Volunteers needed in many areas still including Music and Shep-
herds. 
DONATE: Please consider donating an item from our wish list or making a monetary donation. 
 

We appreciate any and all ways you can help make our program a success so children in our community can learn 
about the love of Jesus. 
 

Please contact Jennifer Antoncich if you have any questions. 

 Celebration Sunday 2023 & SUMC Graduate Recognitions 



 

7  

EDUCATION 

We are proud of our 2023 SUMC Graduates 

Our 2023 Graduates 
 

Middle School 

Jayce Antoncich 

Jayce graduated 6th grade from American Christian School Elementary in Succasunna. He 

will be attending American Christian School Middle/High School in Rockaway in the fall. 

Christian O’Shea 

Christian graduated from Eisenhower Middle School in Roxbury in June.                              

He will be attending Roxbury High School in the fall. 

Benny Zilberman 

Benny graduated 8th grade from Mt. Olive Middle School. He will be attending Mt. Olive 
High School in the fall. His grandparents, John & Elena Dewart, parents Elizabeth & Dave 

Zilberman and brothers Joshua & Jonny are very proud of Benny. 

 

High School 

Isabella Corby 

Isabella graduated High School from Somerset Academy and will be attending the 21         

Program in the fall at Somerset Academy. 

Ryan Corby 

Ryan graduated on June 13, 2023 from Roxbury High School. He will be attending County 

College of Morris, pursuing a degree in Business & Behavioral  Therapy in the fall. 

Jenna Waldron 

Jenna graduated in June 2023from Roxbury High School . She will attend Susquehanna     

University studying plant biology in the fall. 
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EDUCATION 

 

High School continued 

Nick Preta 

Nick graduated on June 15, 2023 from Randolph High School.  He will be attending the    

University of Alabama majoring in Finance with a minor in Economics in the fall. 
 

College  

Robert Anderson 

Rob graduated on May 16, 2023 from Rutgers Business School—Newark , with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Leadership & Management & Marketing. He is currently employed with the  
Montclair Police Department and is looking forward to spending time with his wife Michelle 

and their three daughters, Faith, Grace & Hope. 
 

Peter Fifoot 

Peter graduated May 23, 2023 from Montclair State University with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Television & Digital Media with a Concentration  in Sports Media and Journalism. 

After a missionary trip in August 2023 with SUMC to Costa Rica, Peter will be seeking     

employment in the field of Sports Media. 
 

Kaitlyn O’Shea 

Kaitlyn graduated May 20, 2023 from Wilson College with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. 
She will be relocating to Conway, North Carolina with her fiancé Dan to begin a position of 

Telemetry in the Cardiac Unit at Conway Medical Center. Kaitlyn’s family is so pround of her 
hard work and determination to make all her goals. They are excited for her to start her new 

life in North Carolina. 

 

 

 

 

We are proud of our 2023 SUMC Graduates 
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PATHWAYS—Outreach Team 

Horseshoe Lake Summer Market Event—A Community Outreach Event 

Join us for the: 

Horseshoe Lake Market 

Saturday, July 8th from 11:00 a.m. – 4:00p.m. 

  

Join us for a community event filled with an array of vendors, 
talented makers, delicious food, and a highlight you won't want 
to miss: SUMC's signature Funnel Cakes and Fried Oreos! 

But we can’t do it alone---we need passionate volunteers like 
you to help make this event a success. As you participate in this 
event, you will allow our church to extend our reach and make a 
difference in the surrounding community. Be a part of the event 
by signing up for a shift below: 

 

Shift 1: 11am-1:30pm: Assist with set up and ensure every de-
tail is perfect. 

Shift 2: 1:30pm-4:00pm: Dive into the excitement as you con-
tribute to the smooth flow of the event. 

Or help us with clean-up after 4 pm. 

 

Don't miss this opportunity to make an impact on the life of our 
church while making our church visible to the surrounding com-
munity! Join us at Horseshoe Lake and be a part of this commu-
nity event. 

 

 

 

A Message from Santo Gramando 

The Outreach and Cultural Competency team is working on developing events and opportunities to engage with our 

community! These events are separate and distinct from our traditional missions.  We are looking to build events that 

are interactive and spark community members to join our family here at SUMC, as well as, spread our message.  
 

Our plan is to evolve our traditional “fundraising” concepts, by adding an interactive experience focused around a wel-

coming message, promotion materials and interactions with technology and members.  The goal is to not only raise 

funds, but more importantly show a presence in our community, spread our message, and welcome others into our 

flock.  We have many exciting ideas such as parent’s night out, open mic’s night, pasta dinners, silent auctions, concerts 

in the park, movie nights (under the stars maybe), family game night, Karaoke, and painting with friends, but we need 

folks to help in bringing them to reality.  Right now, we are a team of five and there is so much that could be done, if 

we had your help!  
 

Additionally, as Summer is already here we are hoping to piggy back upcoming events, such as the most recent bash at 

the beach in Succasunna.  But, it will take the help of the many to identify and coordinate with the organizers of these 

events, not to mention staff them.  So, if you have a previous relationship, or an in, with an event organizer or sponsor-

ing venue please let us know! If you are interested in helping in any capacity please contact Myself, Pastor Stephen, or 

another member of church leadership.  Have a blessed and safe summer!   

 

Santo Gramando, Champion of Outreach Pathways Team & Finance Chair 
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MISSIONS UPDATE AND THANKS 

Diaper and Wipes Collection for CMAC and Roxbury Social Service drives 

Backpack drive for Roxbury Social Services for months of July & August 

For the month of July we will be collecting Book bags for the students 

in Roxbury Township. This year Social Services has asked for dona-

tions of new book bags for students 5th grade through high school 

and that they be solid colors. 

For the month of August when the weather can be very hot we will 

be collecting juice boxes.  All donations can be dropped off in the 

wooden box in the downstairs of the Education building or in the 

blue plastic tub outside the back door. 

     Any questions contact Peggy Groh or Linda Diffley. 

 

 

 

CUMAC Days of Service 

Our mission team served at CUMAC (the Center of United Methodist Aid to the Community) on most  Wednesday’s 

from 9am to 11:30am. CUMAC has been fighting hunger in the state of New Jersey and feeding over 2,500 people a 

month. Please contact Linda Diffley if you are interested in serving. 

We are very thankful for those that donated baby diapers and wipes during the month 
of May  and June in support of our special drive for CUMAC in Paterson.  Our June 
breakfast drive for Roxbury Social Services was also a huge support to our local com-
munity.  It is truly appreciated by the families that are in need of breakfast foods dur-
ing the summer when their children are home from school.  
  
We also truly appreciate the continued support of donations to our Thrift Shop which 
is a very valuable resource to our community, especially for those with limited in-
comes. Many blessings and thanks for your continued support to all things Missions at 
SUMC! 
  
Linda Diffley 
Missions Chairperson 
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MISSIONS 

 

Praise the Lord! 65 youth and adults, including 6 SUMC members, are dedicating their time and energy to serve in the Christian 

Outreach Project this week. Their mission is not only to make homes warmer, safer, and dryer for those in need within our sur-

rounding community but also to witness the love and warmth of God through their labor of love. God is on the move! God is doing 

amazing things through our COP mission team. On Thursday, June 29, Pastor Stephen and Dick Preuss visited several COP 

worksites to share encouragement and "popsicles" with them. They were filled with joy, passion, and a positive spirit. See pictures 

below from Commissioning the participants and throughout the week. 

Christian Outreach Project (COP) - June 26 thru July 2 
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RECENT FUNDRAISERS TO SUPPORT COSTA RICA MISSIONS TRIP 

 PANERA Fundraiser—Friday, June 9, 2023 
 

 

 

Car Wash —Saturday, June 3  

After a postponement due to in-

clement weather, we were finally 

able to hold our SUMC car wash! 

Our SUMC Costa Rica Mission 

Team and several other  volun-

teers worked hard washing cars to 

support the Rice & Beans Minis-

tries Costa Rica Mission 

trip. 

 

Thank you to all who contributed, both as purchasers and as dedicated volunteers for 

all of these events. Your presence and service made all the events a success and we 

are truly grateful for your support of the Costa Rica Mission Trip. 

Rice, beans & chicken take out dinner—Saturday June 24, 2023 

 

 

 

SUMC T-shirt  Sale 

These T-shirts are not only a great way to show your support for our church, but they also make wonderful gifts for friends and 

family. All proceeds will go toward our upcoming Costa Rica Missions. With their comfortable fit and simple design, they are 

perfect for everyday wear or special church events. Don't miss out on this incredible opportunity to get our church T-shirts. 

Wear your faith proudly and spread the message of our church to the world! To order T-shirts, please refer to Friday’s 

weekly emails or contact the church office. Quantities are limited, so make sure to place orders by July 3rd!  
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As usual, the Trustees are busy with the upkeep of all of our properties.  
Recently, the Trustees had air conditioning installed in the Sanctuary.  
Now our thoughts and services turn to the upkeep of the grounds and 
getting ready for the autumn and winter.   

To that end, the Trustees are exploring getting a new energy efficient 
furnace.  As stewards of our buildings and finances, the Trustees are 
looking into getting a grant to cover the majority (if not all) of the costs involved in purchasing 
and installing the furnace. 

 

EVENTS & INFORMATION 

 Trustees Report 

OLDE SUCKASUNNY DAY— September 9, 2023 

We are excited to, once again, start the planning for the annual 

Olde Suckasunny Day Fair on Main Street, which will be held on 

Saturday, September 9th. While we are planning many of our nor-

mal activities including Funnel Cake, Ice Cream, games, and the 

Snack Bar, we are always looking for ideas for new activities to 

celebrate this great event! Do you know anyone who might want 

a booth to sell their products and services?  Please invite them to 

sign up and join us.  

What is most important is that we have the strong support of our 

Church family and friends, so please volunteer to make this a truly 

great day! Suckasunny Day is a wonderful fundraiser and commu-

nity event for our church.  It is a chance for our community to get 

to know us, and it is also one of the best opportunities to have 

everyone in our church family gather in service and to enjoy a 

wonderful day of fellowship. 

If you are interested in knowing more or have any new ideas to share for Suckasunny Day, please contact Roger Hen-

drickson. Please consider signing up for Friday night set-up, or working the day of the event, or clean-up late in the 

day Saturday. We are also looking for donations of water, soda, Gatorade, and Snapple.  

We would like to introduce a new and improved Church sponsored Craft Table. First, we need one or two volunteers 

to coordinate this booth. Crafts such as wood crafted items, pottery, seasonal artificial flower arrangements, candles, 

or jewelry, it’s up to you.  We have so many talented folks in our Church, let’s start creating and having some good 

old fellowship fun.   

 

A volunteer sign up and a link to booth applications will be available soon. 

Contact Roger Hendrickson for anything related to this event at 973-204-5707 or rh@sesi.org. 
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EVENTS & INFORMATION 

Pictures from Church Picnic—Sunday, June 25 
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EVENTS & INFORMATION 

We enjoyed our Family Breakfast with a presentation  by 

representatives of Habitat for Humanity and the Roxbury 

Home Build Team Coordinator. We heard about the con-

nection between Roxbury High School and Habitat. The 

students are building a home in the high school parking lot 

for a family. We found out what they learned, who builds 

it, and how it is determined who lives in it once disassem-

bled and reassembled. 

 Celebrating SUMC Staff 

 All of the 2023-2024 GNJUMC appointments have been 

announced and we are pleased to say that Pastor Stephen 

will be serving at Succasunna UMC for another year. As of 

July 1st Pastor Stephen will begin his 7th year at SUMC! 

We are also deeply grateful for the faithful ministry of 

each of the SUMC staff. 

We are so blessed and thankful for you!  

 

We are thrilled to announce that six incredible individuals have 

joined our church as new members as of June 18th! Each of 

them brings unique gifts and perspectives that will enrich our 

congregation. Please join us in extending a warm and heartfelt 

welcome to our new church members! 

 Welcome New SUMC Members! 

June 3rd Family Breakfast  May  27th Church Outing to Keyport 

How wonderful, how beautiful,  

when brothers and sisters get along!  

(Psalm 133:1). 

*Special thanks to Roger Hendrickson for planning 

and organizing this wonderful church outing! 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM 

On May 16, 2023, we held our first guest speaker event for Mental Health 
Month. Tracy Cappiccille presentation was “How to Promote Coping Skills 
with Our Youth.” The presentation was informative. Tracy Cappiccille gave 
her testimonial which was very moving. We are hoping that our next 
presentation will have a larger audience. A big thank you goes out to Mela-
nie Newton for organizing this wonderful event.  
 
 
 
 

 
June is PRIDE MONTH and our Social Justice Ministry Team represented our 
church at Roxbury Library’s First Annual Pride event on June 3, 2023. We created 
a banner by participants putting their handprints on a large canvas with acrylic 
paints. We even had one foot print from Stephen Dominicci-Fifoot. In addition, 
Jenna Waldron and her friend Elena painted children’s faces. Our tent was visit-
ed by many! Our presence at the PRIDE event helped to support our church’s 
RABMIN car wash with at least five people. Thank you to Radwa from the Rox-
bury Library with coordinating with Antoinette Dominicci-Fifoot to make this 
vision become a reality.  
 
 

Sarah Waldron created a design for our church’s t-shirt fundraiser and Antoinette created a quote for the back. Or-
der your SUMC T-shirts by 7/3/23. 
 
The Social Justice Ministry Team held its final meeting before taking a two month time to rejuvenate. They discussed 
summer readings they will be engaging in and discussing over google. They celebrated the work that has been done 
so far but have begun discussing the possibilities going forward.  
 
Please pray and come out to support Succasunna United Methodist Church’s  Social Justice Ministry Team.  We also 
hope that others in our church consider joining. If you have a passion for any social justice issue and/or are curious 
as to what our small group is about contact Antoinette at adominiccififoot@gmail.com or Stacey at 
cmstacey@optonline.net. 
 
 

Prayer: 
New every morning is your love, Great God of light, 
And all day long you are working for good in the world. 
Stir up in us desire to serve you, 
to live peacefully with our neighbors, 
and to devote each day to your Son, 
our Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
  
United Methodist Hymnal, p. 568 
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FAMILY BREAKFAST—we hope to see you soon! 
The United Methodist Men sponsored Family Breakfast is on hiatus for the summer. 
We will release information on our next family breakfast in September.  Look for 
information regarding this event in your Friday weekly emails. 

 

 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 
 The group meets at the church in the Wesley Room on   
Monday’s at 2:00 pm. All items made are prayed over and  
blessed and have been washed and placed in plastic bags.  
Please contact Stephanie Reidinger at (973) 462-9595 if you 
have any questions or are interested in joining the group.  
New members are always welcome! 

 
 
TABS (Tuesday Adult Bible Study)  
TABS has bi-monthly gatherings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month.  The group meets at the church in the Wesley Room.  There will 
be an hour of fellowship, sharing and prayer starting at 1:00 pm. Please 
contact Audrey Schultz if you have any questions at 
schultzaudrey0@gmail.com, or call 973-927-0657. 

 
 
MEN’S STUDY—Saturdays, 7:00 am to 9:00 am via Zoom 
The Men’s Study Group meets early Saturday morning via Zoom meetings, where they 
study a variety of relevant Christian topics.  Please contact Lee Pitea at pitea.1@osu.edu  
with any questions or if interested in attending.  
The group is currently studying, That The World May Know by Ray Vander Laan. 
    
                
                                   

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 
Don't forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels 
without knowing it.” -      Hebrews 13:2   
               

Hospitality grows from earnest witnesses and invitation to those outside the church's walls. It 
means demonstrating Christ-like love to the community around the church.  SUMC is a loving 
church community, and we look to welcome newcomers as well as our established church family 
each Sunday. 
We held New Member Sunday on June11th, where we were blessed to welcome 6 new members 
to our church family.  We welcomed: Ryan Callahan, Megan Callahan, Rich Campbell, Vince 
Caravello, Bob Palme, and Sylvia Weiland.  
I was moved by the comments made by our new members at the service.  The common theme 
that we heard is that SUMC is very welcoming and “feels like home” . 

The message we would like to send to all who join us at worship service is: T here is a place for you here. 
Blessings, Marge Peletier 

 SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN—A message from Stephen Fifoot 

Dear Church Family, 
 
What an amazingly active, productive Saturday for the members and Parish-
ioners of SUMC, who participated and attended one of the many events/
activities that were available. 
 
On Saturday June 3rd, 2023, there was a family breakfast prepared and 
cooked by members of our United Methodist Men….Thanks to Roger, Bob, 
Ron, Dale and Stan, to name a few. 
 
 There was a  guest speaker presentation by John and Frank, from Habitat for Humanity and Roxbury Home build 
team, after breakfast. There was a good turnout of about 26 people attending.  
 
The United Methodist Men’s group held an election carried out by John Dewart,  in which John was elected Prayer 
Advocate, Larry Priester was elected Treasurer, and I, Stephen DominicciFifoot, was elected President. I am grateful 
and honored to be elected to serve in this position and will continue to uphold the office and responsibility be-
stowed on me. I have many ideas of activities, missions, fund raisers, and continued breakfasts for the future. Please 
feel free to contact me anytime with thoughts, ideas or concerns. 
 
Also going on at the same time that morning, from 8 am to 12pm the RABMIN was having a car wash fundraiser to 
support those going on the Rice and Beans Mission Trip to Costa Rica. There were 4 of us, Sam, Marge, Carol and me 
washing cars nonstop from 8 to 12. Then a true blessing came when Pastor Stephen’s children, Emma, Nathan, and 
Wesley joined in and worked tirelessly washing cars, non atop until we finished. Thanks to Roger, who joined in after 
the presentation at 10:30 and helped out the rest of the way. What a  success, as we raised about $600 to help re-
duce the cost of the trip. Hope to get more volunteers out for such fundraisers in the future. 
 
And if that wasn’t enough, the Social Justice team, including Antoinette, Stacy, Sarah and Melanie, were at the park-
ing lot of the Presbyterian church and the library representing our church for the first annual Roxbury Pride event. 
They sold crafts and did face and hand paintings also as an outreach opportunity to promote our Church, missions, 
and all we have to offer. I joined them for the last hour and had a blast. Way to go Social Justice Team! 
 
In conclusion, there is a lot going on at SUMC, and 
hopefully that is just the tip of the iceberg. Please 
come out and get involved in our great, fun, activi-
ties, groups, fundraisers, and missions. We are 
always trying to reach out to the community for 
new faces and new numbers, so anything you can 
do to help support that would be greatly appreci-
ated and welcomed. Please reach out to me if you 
are interested in joining, and finding out more, 
about Men’s Group and any thoughts and ideas 
are also greatly welcomed. 
 
Thank you, 
Stephen DominicciFifoot  
973-713-2442  
Sfifoot@gmail.com  
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 A Monthly SUMC United Methodist Men Positive Thought! 
 

“Prayer does not change God, but it changes those who 
pray.” 

 UMM POSITIVE THOUGHT ! 

SUMC THRIFT SHOP 
The Thrift Shop is open on Tuesday’s from 8am-
11am for donations only and Wednesday’s from 
9:30 am—11:30 am for shopping.  We accept 
clothing, household items, glassware, jewelry, 
linens, etc.  And particularly welcome seasonal 
items. Your donations can make a difference in 
the community! 
 
Please contact Stacy Migneault or Linda Diffley, 

Missions Chair  if you have any questions. 
 
The Thrift Shop is currently looking for 
donations of towels, pots & pans, infant 
clothes, kids clothes from 5T to juniors, 
queen & king size sheets and shoes!  

Our original 2023 Ministry plan included a negative Net Plan position, primarily 

driven by the ministry initiatives placed into service over the last couple 

years. These exciting initiatives are long-term investments intended to grow 

and expand on our ministry commitments and offerings. Thanks to the phe-

nomenal leadership and dedication of our Church Council and Finance Team 

this was well planned and our financial accounts were built up to absorb the 

initial costs of these investments. All said, this is an exciting time for our con-

gregation as we continue to grow with the community and build for the future! 

However, that does mean we need to find ways to support these investments 

long-term. This support comes from first and foremost from our congregation’s 

contributions, and our church family continues to show their generosity as 

mentioned with contributions exceeding commitments by approx. 30% in the 

first 3 months of 2023. However, becoming more vital as we continue to ex-

pand these programs and initiatives will be growing our congregation and find-

ing alternative ways to generate funds and this is where we are again reaching 

out to our family to help. We need volunteers that are willing to help in identi-

fying and organizing events.  

So, if you have any extensive, limited, or no experience in helping organize 

events, we want you!  

Sincerely, 

Santo S. Gramando III 

Finance Chair 

 FINANCE Update 

 Thrift Shop is CLOSED! 

SUMC T-shirt Sale—order by July 3 
 

Please order your SUMC           
T-shirts  by July 3rd.  See your 
bulletin inserts or online order 
forms are also available, or 
bring to the church office. 
 

WEAR YOUR FAITH 
PROUDLY AND SPREAD 
THE MESSAGE OF OUR 

CHURCH TO THE 
WORLD! 
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 GIVING 

 

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Myounghun Stephen Yun, Pastor 
pastorstephen@sumcnj.org 

Jennifer Antoncich, Director of Youth & Family Life 
jantoncich@sumcnj.org 

Audrey Schultz, Director of Music 
Angie Stierch, Praise Band Leader 

Caryn Porter, Administrative Assistant 
Aura Smith, Sexton 

 
Church Information 

Office Hours:  9am—2pm 
Tuesday—Friday 

Phone: 973.584.7349 
Email: office@sumcnj.org 

 

Summer Sunday Schedule 
10:00 am  Blended Service in Sanctuary 

Live- streamed on YouTube and Facebook 
By the SUMC Digital Ministry Team 

OUR MISSION  
 

Succasunna United Methodist Church is a caring fellowship called  
to love and serve according to Jesus’ example, welcome all people, wor-

ship God  and grow as  Christian  disciples. 

SHOPRITE AND SUSSEX MARKET GIFT CARDS 
Please consider purchasing Shop Rite and Sussex Market gift cards in 
preparation for your holiday feast.  Please contact Bruce Hopper at 
mainstchiro@gmail.com if you would like to purchase . For each gift 
card purchased the church receives a donation.  We receive 5% for 
Shop Rite cards and 10% for Sussex Market cards.  We thank you for 

your support of this program.  

CHURCH OFFERINGS  

Thank you for your financial commitment to SUMC. We ask that 
you continue to support our ministries with your generous 
offerings. We also appreciate the ministry of our Finance Team 
to manage and guide the financial resources and health of our 
church!                       

ONLINE GIVING 
SUMC offers an electronic option for making regular offerings 
through Vanco, our eGiving processor.  If you are interested in 
joining this program go to the SUMC web page at sumcnj.org 
and click the “Give” tab at the top.  Questions? Contact Jocelyn 
Hughes, Finance Chairperson at jocelynohughes@yahoo.com or 
Stephanie Rheinhardt, Financial Secretary at 
stephanie.rheinhardt@gmail.com. 
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